ee a THERE’S A PHILIPS VALVE FOR EVERY SOCKET 


When [ilies is the problem 
italy specify PHILIPS 


PHILIPS PHILIPS ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES ag 
&} PTY. LTD. a 
i a : Pv S, 


presale eens THE BEST BY TEST FOR HIGH GAIN 
AND HIGH LEVEL AMPLIFICATION 


“HAM’ RADIO SUPPLIERS 


(KEN MILLBOURN, PROP.) 


5A MELVILLE STREET, HAWTHORN, VICTORIA 


North Balwyn Tram Passes Corner, near Vogue Theatre. 


Money Orders and Postal Notes payable North Hawthorn P.O. 


Command Transmitters: Freq. 4—5.3 Me., 5.3 
—1 Mc., or 7—9 Me, Complete with valves 
and crys £7/10/- 

AT5 Transmitters, covers low freq. bands, 
also bandswitched 3 bands 2-20 Me. using 
6V6 M.O./xtal ose., 807 buffer/doubler, pair 
807s in parallel; 6V6 grid modulator. All 
stages metered with 0-5 Ma. meter (250 Ma. 
F'S.D.); complete with all valves, gift at £9, 

AT5-AR8 Junction Box and Cables, £2/10/-. 

AR8 Cables 7/6 each 

AT5-AR8 Aerial Coupling Units, contain one 
0-5 Ma, meter ext. thermo couple, single 
gang variable condenser, keying relay, aerial 
change-over d.p.d.t, 12v. 48 ohm relay, ete. 
Ideal for wrecking 22 

Audio Filter FL8A, peaked at 1,000 e.p.s. Con- 
tained in metal case with input and output 
phone plugs. Ideal for ew. reception, A 
Gift at 25/- each 

Aust, Wavemeter Type AWBL, high freq. 145 
to 165 Me. approx. Valve line up: 958 diode 
connected into two type IN5 valves cascade 
connected d.c. amp. Complete with spare 
set of valves and 3” 0-1 Ma. meter. Cireuit 
enclosed, Contained in flat grey met 
carrying case, Packed ready for rail, £6/5/- 

Bendix RAIB Power Supplies, 240 volt AC, 
24v. at 1 amp. output 250v. HT, £5 each. 

American LE.F, Units, complete with Valves, 
less Genemotor £4/17/6 each 

Genemotor Power Supply, SCR522, 24v 
input, 150v. and 300v. output at 300 Ma. 
Includes relay, voltage regulator, etc. A 
gift at 35/-. Too heavy for postage. 

Meters—0-5 Ma., square type, new 27/6 

Meters—0-5 Ma., 2” round, scale 0-15, 0-250 
Ma., A.W.A. ATS type, less ext. shunt, 25/- 

Meters—0-40, 0-120 Ma., separate connection, 


new 27/6 
Meters—0-20 volt, 5 Ma, movement, square 
type, 2 inch, new 15/- 
Meters—0-2.5 Amp. R.F., square type, 2 inch, 
new 15/- 
Meters—0-5 Ma., 1) Ma, movement, round 
type, 2 inch, new 22/6 
Solor 28 pF. silver plated wide-spaced 
Condensers 7/6 each 
2 uF. 1000v. block type Chanex Cond., 12/6 
Relays, A.W.A., Aerial Change-over type, 
12 volt 27/6 


English Carbon Mike Transformers, new, 5/- 
Locktal Sockets 1/6 each 


Valve Sockets, ceramic, 8-pin Octal 2/6 
Shielded Cable with two 12-pin Plugs | 7/6 
Five-core Cable, not shielded 8d. yard 
Co-ax Connectors, Ampenol type, male and 
female 7/6 pai 
Co-ax Connectors, male/female, small Pi 
type, new 2/6 
Co-ax, indoor type, cotton covered 1/- 
Co-ax Cable, any length 2/- 


Output Transformer, well known make, 6,000 
ohms ¢.t. to 699 ohms, 40 Ma. Max. level 
30 db. New, to clear 35/- 


Packing Charge on all goods over 10 Ibs, 


NEW VALVES 


1K4 35/- 6887. 12/6 
605° 1/6 6UIG 
6C8G . 7/6 7A4 
6F5° 1/6 7B8 5/- 
GF6*  10/- 126° 10/- 
6K6G . 7/6 12K8* 10/- 
6K7° . 10/- 12837" 10/- 
6K7G 7/6 12SK7° 10/- 
6L7°— 10/- 12SR7° 10/- 

807 

832A 

834 

866 

1625 

5763 

EF50 
6SKIGT 12/6 U10 


884 Gas Triode 
954 American 

955 American 10/- 
957 Acorn Triode. Filament 


1.25v. at 50 Ma., plate 

current 2 Ma. Ideal for 

portable equipment | 10/- 
* Metal Tube. 


TESTED VALVES EX 
DISPOSALS GEAR 


J1A3.... 10/- 705 5/- 
1A5.. 10/-  7C7 5/- 
1K5 7/6 TET 5/- 
1K7 7/6 7Gi 5/- 

(HA 10/- INT 5/- 
185... 10/- TW? 5/- 

243... 10/- 7¥4 5/- 
2X2. 10/- 12AH7 10/- 
3A4...10/- 12C8 . 10/- 

3Q5_ | 10/- 1255 10/- 

|BACT . 10/- 12SG7_10/- 
GAGS 15/- 128Q7_10/- 

15/- 807... 10/- 

12/6 809. 50/- 

7/6 813. . GO/- 

10/- 815... 50/- 

5/- 829 60/- 

10/- 832. . 50/- 

10/- 956 :10/- 

15/- 1625... 15/- 

10/- 10/- 
6SHi_5/- 10/- 
6SH7GT 4/- 10/- 
6SJ7_. 10/- 5/- 

|6SK7 . 10/- 10/- 

|esnt = 10/- iw: 

eu 10/- oe 

\6V6 .  10/- K 
7A6 3/- 10/- 
TA8 3/- 15/- 


Phone: WA 6465 


in weight, 5/- extra, 


Command Receive 
less genemotor; 

Command Receivers, 

ARS Receivers, 11 


3 to 6 Me., and 6 to 9 Me. 
i £7/10/~ 
£9/10/- 
bands, continuous 
coverage 150 Ke. Me., B.F.O., audio con- 
trols, calibrated dials £15 
AR301 High Freq, Receiver, uses three 9 
one 955, six GACT LF. stages at 20 Mc. Easily 
converted to 144 Me. Complete £6/10/-. 
BC733D Crystal Locked Receiver. Tuning 
range 108 to 120 Me. LF. freq. 6.9 Me. Valve 
line up: three 717A, two 12SG7, one 12SH7, 
two 12SR7, one 12SQ7, one 12A6, Also con: 
tains six miniature relays. Packed ready for 
One Price £7/10/- each 
American Low Freq. and Broadcast Band 
Receiver R.A.X., 7 valves, 4 bands: 200-300 
, 300-500 Ke., 500-900 Ke., 900-1500 Ke, 


freq. 160 Ke. Calibrated vernier dial, 

Ideal Q5’er. Complete with 28 volt 
genemotor £17/10/- 
Six volt bayonet type Dial Lamps 1/- each 
slug-tuned type, suitable for 

, ete, 3/6 


American Headphones, low impedance, com- 


plete with Cable . 25 /= 
Phone Plug and 4 ft. Cable, American 4/6 
2.5v. Filament ‘Transformers 15/- 
dy. Filament Transformers 15/- 


LARGE STOCK OF CRYSTALS 


100 Ke. R.C.A, Crystals 

1,000 Ke. Crystal mounted in case with io-pin 
valve socket and 4-pin Continental power 
plug 35/- 

Marker Crystals, 3.5 Mc., 5 Me. and 10 Me. 
Crystals ground to any frequegney. Price 
on request. 

Following is a list of Crystal Frequencies 
available for immediate delivery, £2 each— 


500 Ke. 5170 Ke. 7096 Ke, 8176.923 Ke. 
775 Ke. 6000 Ke. 7097 Ke. 
1777.5 Ke. 6200 Ke. 7100 Ke. 
2050 Ke. 7010 Ke. 7109 Ke. 8317.2 Ke. 
2075 Ke. 7012 Ke. 7118 Ke. 8318 Ke, 
2716 Ke. 7013 Ke. 7121 Ke. 8320 Ke. 
3482.5 Ke. 7020 Ke. 7125 Ke. 8488 Ke. 
3503 Ke. 7021 Ke. 7126 Ke, 8500 Ke. 
3509 Ke. 7022 Ke. 7130 Ke. 9125 Ke. 
3511 Ke. 7023 Ke. 7134 Ke. 10 Me. 
3512 Ke. 7031 Ke. 7145 Ke. 10.511 Me. 
3515 Ke. 7032 Ke. 7156 Ke. 10.524 Mc. 
3516 Ke. 7032.6 Ke. 7163 Ke. 10.530 Me. 
3528 Ke. 7048 Ke. 7174 Ke. 10.536 Mc. 
3532 Ke. 7052 Ke. 7179 Ke. 10.544 Me. 
3539.3 Ke, 7062 Ke. 7202.3 Ke. 10.546 Mc. 
3634 Ke. 7063 Ke. 8000 Ke, | 10.563 Me. 
3640 Ke. 7064 Ke. 8017.5 Ke. 11 Me. 
3675 Ke. 7068 Ke. 8027 Ke. 12.803 Me. 
4285 Ke, 7072 Ke. 8028.5 Ke. 14.020 Me. 
4600 Ke, 089 Ke. 8092 Ke. 14.105 Me. 
€. 7090 Ke, 8155.71 Ke. 14.325 Me. 
5009 Ke. 7093 Ke.  8171.250Ke.14.322 Me. 


‘WANTED TO BUY—RADIO PARTS, VALVES, TRANSFORMERS, RECEIVERS, TRANSMITTERS, ETC. 
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WI BROADCASTS 


VK2WI: Sundays, 1100 hours EST, 7146 Ke. 
‘and 2000 hours EST 0 and 144 Mc. No 
frequency checks available from VWI. 
Intrastate working frequency, 7135 Ke. 
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VESWI: Sundays, 1000 hours SAST, on 7148 
Ke, y checks are given by 
VESMD and VESWI by arrangements 
on all bands to 50 Mec. 


‘VE6WI: Sundays, 0930 hours WAST, on 7146 
‘Ke. No frequency checks available. 


VK2WI: Sundays, at 1000 hours EST, on 7146 
‘Ke and 148.8 Mc. No frequency checks 
are available. 
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EDITORIAL 
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OUR WANING HERITAGE 


We have a heritage in our fast 
dwindling Amateur short wave bands 
which is crying out for protection— 
a heritage that wasn't handed down 
to us either, but was hewn from the 
unknown cosmos, developed, and 
pioneered by the early Amateurs, 
many of whom have now passed be- 
yond the vale. 

Could we say today that we have 
honestly protected our heritage? In 
a manner of speaking—yes, we have. 
But the encroachment into our bands 
by Commercials and whittling of fre- 
quencies by International Conven- 
tions and the demands of prospective 
Television requirements is something 
so vital that each and every licensed 
Amateur should—and will have to— 
shoulder some responsibility. 

Warnings have been given in these 
columns many times for those who 
interest themselves in reading them. 
These same warnings have been 
printed in every language under the 
sun in every Amateur Society pub- 
lication, so “Amateur Radio” is not 
saying ‘something for the sake of 
having something to say. Your bands 
are fast disappearing! 

It is not the policy of the Wireless 
Institute of Australia to criticise its 
members or any other licensed 
Amateur. But it is becoming impos- 
sible for a few stalwarts to protect 
this heritage! 

To protect what's left it has been 
said that we cannot now expect to 
rely on the two larger world societies 
to represent Australia at the next 
International _ Telecommunications 
Conference—whenever that might be. 
We must have our own representa- 
tive there! 

To make this possible, the W.LA. 
Annual Convention has been cancell- 
ed for three years—three years dur- 
ing which funds were to be saved 
against the day when the expense of 
sending a delegate would have to be 
met. The time is fast approaching 
when the finance will be wanted. 


_Even before that, it might be pos- 
sible to hold a Region Ill. Confer- 
ence (this has been proposed for 1956 
during the Olympic Games) so that 
a delegate could proceed with the 
backing of Region III. countries. 

But all the backing in the world— 
financial or otherwise—will go for 
nought if the whole structure of 
Amateur Radio cannot justify its 
existence in the eyes of those power- 
ful Commercial interests that sit in 
Geneva or elsewhere, devoid of all 
sentimental attachments and hard- 
ened by the political pressure which 
drives them to the conference table 
to do nothing else but procure fre- 
quencies to satisfy the hunger of the 
fast growing Commercial services. 

‘We must justify our existence! It 
Will be no good putting the blame on 
the Institute and those of its mem- 
bers who give of their precious 5} 
time to battle for what we have left, 
All the backroom homework and 
negotiation won't hold those bands if 
they are not being used. And let it 
be said right here and now—“The 
bands are not being used!” They are 
not being used to a degree that is 
fast, becoming frightening. 

‘The Authorities talk about it and 
ring their hands as they feel the 
pressure being brought against them 
for more frequencies, more frequen- 
cies and yet more frequencies. They 
hear Kilocycles of bandwidth almost 
devoid of signals hour after hour and 
day after day. 

‘The Amateurs talk about it—to 
each other! They blame everyone 
and everything but themselves, BUT 
THEY ARE TO BLAME. No one else 
can take the blame. They don't use 
the bands. Listen on any band almost 
any time, do that mental arithmetic, 
then make up your mind to spend an 
hour or two per week away from the 
Toptiate’ “your” bands—or’ perhaps 
Populat your an perhaps 
ultimately perish. 
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WOBBULATORS—SWEEP GENERATORS 


HIS _colloquialism has _ become 
deeply entrenched in the radio- 
man’s vocabulary, and is particu- 

larly apt. The wobbulator is a frequency 
modulated oscillator, covering a specific 
frequency range which, when used with 
a c¥.o., will plot the frequency response 
of a component, or all or part of a 
complete audio, video or radio frequency 
set up. 

In the basic form the wobbulator 
output is a portion of the audio or radio 
frequency spectrum varying repetitively 
as a known function of time. ‘The con- 
stant amplitude fm. signal is fed to the 
unit being tested. The output of the 
unit is rectified by a suitable detector, 
and used for vertical deflection of the 
crt. Horizontal deflection is taken from, 
or synchronised with, the same wave- 
form used to “wobble” the oscillator. 

‘As the frequency is caused to vary, 
and the cx.t. spot moves horizontally, 
its vertical deflection is proportional to 
the response of the equipment under 
test. The resulting trace on the c.r.t. 
screen is an amplitude/frequency re- 
sponse curve. By sweeping the desired 
range repeatedly at a low rate, the plot 
is repeated continuously, persistence of 
vision overcoming flicker and allowing 
detailed examination of the response 
curve, Thus the response curve can be 
varied while being watched, and the 
effect of adjustments are visible as they 


are being made. 
FM. Bons orca cis 
cuits are legion, bu 

OSCILLATORS {for sweep generator 
service, some limitations apply. In 
general, the range swept is a large 
percentage of the centre frequency 
(wide deviation), For test equipment, 
a minimum of tubes is the aim. So var- 
ious wide deviation fm. oscillator cir 
cuits have been developed. Three types 
the author has in use will be described 
fairly fully. ‘These are:— 

Reactance tubet 

Miller tube} 

Johnson Wobbulatort 

A fourth, an R/C type, will be de- 
scribed briefly. 

Reactance Tube—In this type, an 
L/C oscillator of any type using parallel 
resonance has its tuned circuit shunted 
by a tube. This tube's circuitry is such 
that it simulates an inductance or a 
capacitance, which is variable under 
the control’ of the sweeping signal. An 
inductance in shunt with a tuned circuit 
will raise its resonant frequency, a 
capacitance will lower it. 

‘The simplified circuits are shown in 
Figs. 1a and 1b. In 1a the reactance 
tube looks like an inductance, in 1b a 
capacitance. Components R and C, from 
plate to grid, have impedances such that 
the grid is fed almost 90° out of phase 
with the plate. At high frequencies, 
about 3.5 Me. for orthodox tubes, the 
resistor becomes more and more like 


C/o, NBS. Transmitter GWA, Wagin, W.A. 
* “Handbook,” p.1i57. 


BY E. CORNELIUS,* VK6EC 


a capacitor. The 90° is not maintained, 
and the circuit operation is impaired 
until the oscillator output is severely 
amplitude modulated. 

A circuit due to Helfrich§ raises the 
upper frequency limit to about 30 Mc., 
a, simplified circuit being shown in 

ig. 2. 

Tn this circuit, the 90° phase shift is 
obtained in two steps of 45°, using tube 
capacitance as the reactive elements. 
With it, he obtained a linear deviation 
of 5 Mc. at a centre frequency of 30 
Mc., using 6AK5s. I adapted the circuit 
for a video wobbulator to obtain a de- 
viation of 2 Mc. at a centre frequency 
of 11 Mc., using a 6AC7 and 6SH7s. 

Miller Tube.—This method relies on 
the Miller effect in an amplifier tube, 
whereby an amplifier with purely re- 
sistive plate load shows a pure capaci- 
tance grid/cathode. This capacitance 
varies with the amplification being 
approximately equal to — Cx (1 + A) 
where A is the stage gain. If the tube 
is modulated, the capacitance varies, 
rising as the grid runs positive, and 
falling to approximately Cy as the tube 
reaches cut-off. See Fig. 3. 

‘As long as the plate load is a pure 
resistance at the oscillator frequency, 
the added impedance across the tuned 
circuit is a pure capacitance. If the 
anode load is capacitive, the input im- 
pedance has a resistive component, 
which varies also, shunting the tuned 
circuit with a variable resistance. 

To minimise this, as the frequency is 
raised, the anode load of the Miller tube 
must ‘be reduced. Above about 6 Mc., 
this effect causes severe amplitude 
modulation of the oscillator output, but 
up to this frequency, it is the easiest 
and simplest to get to work. 

As the grid of the Miller tube is 
accepting the full rf. potential of the 
tuned circuit, the bias of this tube must 
be sufficiently high to prevent grid cur- 
rent, or the sweep signal will be com- 
pletely swamped by grid leak bias, and 
lose control. The writer uses a 6V6 
biassed to about —28 volts, for an 
osciJlator_using a 6SH7. A deviation 
of 150 Ke. at 1.75 Mc. is quite easily 
obtained. 

Johnson Wobbulator—This is a most 
ingenious circuit, which uses only one 
tube, but a variation using two tubes 
has ‘proved less tricky to get going. 
See Fig. 4. 

Very wide percentage deviations are 
obtairied, up to 40%, but I have found 
operation above a rest frequency of one 
megacycle rather erratic. Below this 
frequency it is a honey. 

Its principle of operation lies in that 
the whole of the cathode rf. current 
flows through the cathode coil, and only 
that part to the plate flows through the 
other. The coils are very closely coupled 
and the polarity is such that as the 
anode draws a greater share of the cur- 
rent, the effective inductance is reduced, 
and the frequency rises. 

Current sharing between anode and 
sereen is under the control of the sup- 


pressor, whence the sweep is injected. 
An EF50 seems an ideal tube, although 
Thave used a 6AC7, and 6SJ7. I obtain 
a linear deviation of 400 Ke. at a rest 
frequency of 1 Mc. For a full descrip- 
tion of the operation of the circuit, see 
reference t. 

R/C Oscillator —This circuit is g four 
tube ring oscillator giving four 90° 
phase shifts. Special tubes seem neces- 
sary, as 6SN7s and ECC35s were not 
satisfactory, The circuit gives a 10 Mc. 
deviation at 60 Mc. centre frequency. 


See Fig. 5. 

For simplicity, a sine wave 
SWEEP  sweep—the a.c, mains—may 
be used, but it has three disabilities. 

1, The sweep rate is rather high (50 
c.ps.). The resolution obtainable from 
a sweep oscillator is approximately 
equal to the square root of the total 
sweep per second. Thus 1 Mc. swept 
50/sec., is a total sweep of 50 Mc./sec. 
and the resolution is the square root 
of this, approx. 7 Ke. Variations of 
response over less than this range will 
not be resolved. I use a sweep of 168 
per sec., synchronised to 4 mains fre- 
quency. This is quite high enough to 
avoid flicker, 

2. Sweep rate is fastest at the centre 
of the screen where the best resolution 
is usually wanted. At this point the 
sine wave is crossing the zero axis, 
and is changing at its greatest rate. 
However, the frequency Ae will still 
be linear, as the fm. oscillator is. being 
frequency modulated at the same rate 
as the sine wave scan. I prefer to use 
‘a sawtooth. 

3, The trace is displayed both left- 
to-right and right-to-left. There is 
some delay in the change in frequency, 
and the phasing of the two sweeps— 
c.r.0. and wobbulator—has to be accur- 
ate to superimpose the two traces. 
Increasing the frequency range swept 
increases the delay, and necessitates a 


phasing control. 

To obtain reason- 
OSCILLATORS ably wide deviation 
using any of the L/C oscillators, the 
tuned circuit must be of low C, and 
hence has lower inherent frequency 
stability than is desirable. Any un- 
desired hum or signal in the sweep will 
also modulate the fm. oscillator. Thus 
a regulated power supply is virtually 
a must, although I find that a glow tube 
regulator is usually good enough. 


Calibration of the fre- 
MARKERS Guency scale is easy, if 
another oscillator of good frequency 
calibration is available. The signal from 
this oscillator, or signal generator, is 
fed into the detector, after the unit 
under test. The swept signal passed by 
the unit being tested, and the signal 
from the generator are mixed in the 
detector, to cause a blip, or widening 
of the display trace, at the frequency 
where the two signals zero-beat. 

It is not good practice to feed the 
marker into the unit under test, as the 
marker may fall in a part of the curve 
where attenuation is high, and the blip 
not be discernible, and increase of 
marker input may overload the 
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unit. Any part of the curve may be 
identified by tuning the marker so that 
the blip is at the point desired. The 
frequency can be read_ off the marker 
generator calibration. See Fig. 6. 

The most suitable is a 


DETECTORS germanium diode with 


an R/C filter, in a probe. The input 
impedance of the detector should be 
suited to the test point, and should load 
it as little as possible. A suggested 
circuit is shown in Fig. 7. Thermionic 
diodes are not very satisfactory, as the 
very low signal levels often available 
from the detector are masked by hum 
from the heater supply, particularly 
when using the high impedance probe. 

Receivers. — For 


APPLICATIONS | yoceiver alignment 


feed wobbulator into antenna terminals 
at a rest frequency in the desired band, 
and set the deviation to about 30 Ke. 

The whole receiver can then be 
aligned to give maximum sensitivity 
(height of response peak), desired 
bandwidth (width across 3 db points). 
See Fig. 8. No detector is required. The 
signal can'be taken from the loudspeak- 
er, headphone jacks, or from second 
detector output, for’ the crt. vertical 
amplifier. 

If the receiver is accurately calibrated, 
bandwidth can be measured by tuning 
the receiver itself so that a reference 
line on the c.rt, is used to mark the 
8 db points, as the receiver is tuned, 
and the display moves horizontally. The 
receiver calibrations will give the 
bandwidth. 

LF, Transformers or LF. Amplifiers — 
Feed’ the wobbulator, with rest fre- 

uency at the if, into the primary of 
the first i.f. transformer, or the mixer, 
via a very small capacitor (about 10 
pF.). Connect probe to secondary of 
last if, transformer through another 
small ‘capacitor. Adjust tuning (and 
coupling if adjustable) to frequency and 
bandwidth desired. A very finely cali- 
brated marker oscillator is needed to 
measure a bandwidth of say 5 Ke. at 
an if, of 455 Ke. 

T have used this method to adjust the 
coupling of a 455 Ke. if. transformer 
to critical (just no dip at peak of re- 
sponse), for a phasing type ss.b. exciter. 
On subsequent check by rf, c.r.0. meas- 
urement, I found the phase shift as near 
90° as could be measured. 

Crystals—Place the crystal in series 
with, or in shunt with, the lead from the 
wobbulator to the detector. Set the rest 
frequency somewhere near the normal 
frequency of the crystal and use the 
widest deviation. A ringing type curve 
will be seen at all responses of the 
crystal within the swept range. The 
amplitude of the response is a rough 
guide to the crystal activity. Possible 
spurious modes, and their activity, are 
also indicated.’ Their frequencies can 
be measured with a marker. See Fig. 9. 

Bandpass Exciters or Amplifiers—As 
in receivers, the bandpass characteristics 
can be seen, a marker will show band 
edges, and the job can be tuned while 
you Watch its response. 


PRACTICAL Figs. 10, 11 and 12 

show extracts of three 
CIRCUITS — wobbulators in use 
here. I have shown in detail the circuit 
of the £m. oscillator, with the rest of 
the unit in block form. 
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Fig. 10 is from a general purpose 
signal generator, tuning from 100 Ke. 
to 30 Mc. It has a 1 Me. Johnson wob- 
bulator with a sweep up to plus and 
minus 200 Ke. This is mixed in a 6J8, 
if required, with the signal generator 
output, giving swept signals plus and 
minus 1 Mc. either side of the setting 
of the main oscillator. 

Fig. 11 is a simplified sketch of a 
video sweep generator using the re- 
actance tube circuit by Helfrich to ob- 
tain a swept range of 11 Mc. to 13 Mc. 
After trebling, this is mixed with a 
fixed oscillator on 33 Mc., giving an 
output from 0-6 Mc. after mixing. This 
generator uses a feature called “offset” 
sweep, where in the f.m. oscillator only 
varies in frequency one way from its 
rest frequency. 

Fig. 12 uses the Miller circuit in an 
Amateur bandpass sweep generator, to 
give a fundamental sweep from 1.75 
Me. to 1.9 Mc. By doubling and tripling, 
with bandpass transformers, output 
covering all Amateur bands from 3.5 
Mc. to 21 Mc. is obtained at a fairly 
high level. 

The panoramic adaptor is another 
widely used application of the wobbu- 
lator. In these units, a wobbulator at 
intermediate frequency beats with in- 
coming signals in a receiver, and the 
beats are displayed on a e.r.t.’The face 
of the tube is calibrated in frequency 
plus and minus that to which the re- 
ceiver is tuned. Thus the pana 
displays all signals incoming within a 
band, as vertical “blips”. The character 
of the blips enables identification of the 
signal as fm., a.m. or c.w. Their posi- 
tion on the screen gives their frequency. 

T have attempted to cover a very wide 
field in a short article, and much has 
had to be missed. The applications 
outlined are only a very few of those 
possible. 


FEEDER SPREADERS 


Want some lightweight high grade rf. 
insulation feedline spreaders? The poly- 
ethelene core from old co-axial cable is 
just the thing. Strip off the outer p.vc. 
sheath, then the copper braid, and after 
cutting to required length, pull the inner 
conductor wires out. 

Placed across Zepp and other feed- 
lines with spacing up to 6 inches, a 
large number of such spreaders will 
weigh but a few ounces. They are easily 
fixed in place by drilling a small hole 
through at each end, then threading 
binding wire through—VK2NO. 


VALVE SOCKETS FOR EF50s 


Many users of EF50, RL7, RL37 and 
similar types designed for “T” 9-pin 
sockets strike trouble with the spring 
contacts, where the sockets have been 
used in some wartime gear. Some 
people were over-generous with tropical 
varnish when it was decided to tropic- 
treat radio equipment of earlier war 
vintage, resulting in the gumming up of 
the once flexible contact springs in valve 
sockets. The wafer type in particular 
suffered from such treatment, so that 
impartial or incomplete contact with 
valve pins occurs. 

‘The cure is to soak such sockets for 
an hour or so in suitable solvent— 


acetone or methylated spitits—according 
to the requirement. After soaking, work 
the springs free with a small screw- 
driver and then close them together with 
small pointed pliers so that they will 
grip the pins when a valve is inserted, 
—VK2NO. 


NEUTRALISING 6J6s 


__Neutralising condensers for such fin= 
icky small capacities as those in a 6J6 
circuit are easily made from 70 ohm 
twin lead. Start with a 2 inch length 
and snip bits off with wire cutters until 
the required value is reached, 


Another idea is to use two small brass 
or copper tubes set in insulating mater- 
iain a screening _partition—with 
crossed-over p.v.c, insulated flex leads 
adjusted for correct capacity —VK2NO. 


SERVICEMEN 


OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKS BUT ONCE! 


GLORAD requires a Service- 
man with genuine ability and 
CONSCIENCE to train as 
Service Manager in progres- 


sive organisation covering a 


wide range of Industrial 
Electronic Equipment. 


Must be prepared to devote 
time WHOLLY to one job. 


WRITE 
GLORAD 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
291a TOORONGA RD., S.E6 
MALVERN, VICTORIA 


Phone: BY 3774 
FOR APPOINTMENT 


ZEPHYR 
MICROPHONES 


“THE MICROPHONE THAT SPEAKS 


FOR ITSELF” 


TYPE “80” 


A high quality Moving 
Coil Microphone of strik- 
ing appearance and 
fidelity. 


© Ideal for transmission 
of voice or music. 


Good appearance. 


Solid cast case, finished 
in stoved black enamel, 
full tilting head. 


TYPE “8XA” 


A quality Crystal Insert 
with “Zephyriil” filter. 


© Durable chrome steel 
cage. 


© Hand or stand pattern. 


© Good high frequency 
response. 


© Full tilting head. 


TYPE “40” 


A high grade Studio 
Microphone, reasonably 
priced, for those requiring 
high fidelity. 


© Imported magnets, 
highly efficient genera- 
tor. 


Fully protected against 
dust and filings. 


© Rotatable cage—360°. 


© Chrome copper cage, 
black bakelite base, and 
steel ginbles. 

TYPE “90” 


Precision built Moving 
Coil Generator provides 
good quality reproduction, 
© Light weight, durable 
chrome and baked 
enamel metal case. 
Full tilting head. 
Excellent sensitivity. 
Robust construction, 


AUSTRALIAN MADE FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS 


Manufactured by— 


ZEPHYR PRODUCTS PTY. LTD. 


58 HIGH STREET, GLEN IRIS, VIC. 
(Box 2, Armadale P.O., Vic.) 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING TRADE HOUSES 


Phone: BL 1300 
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TRADE REVIEW 


Philips Miniature I.F. Transformer Type 4260 


The Philips Miniature LF. Trans- 
former Type 4260 has been designed for 
receivers with an intermediate fre- 
quency of 455 Ke, where economy and 
space saving are of primary importance. 


Two major Philips inventions, viz. 
the new hf. magnetic material ’“Fer- 
roxeube,” combining a high ring perme- 
ability with low losses, and the high- 
stability, low-loss “wire” capacitors of 
very small dimensions, have made it 
possible to construct this miniature if, 
transformer of high quality. 


coils with adjustable 


‘Two parallel 
cores of “Ferroxcube” material are each 
surrounded by three small rods of the 
same h.f, magnetic material. 


All these parts together with the fixed 
capacitors are supported by two pieces 
of high-grade “Philite” material en- 
cased in an aluminium can, and are 
treated by a special process in low-loss 
compounds, 

This construction ensures a very high 
degree of resistance against the’ influ- 


eens 


ence of moisture and makes this trans- 
former suitable even for very severe 
climatic conditions. 

The fixed tuning capacitors are “wire” 
capacitors of 110 pF., 32 mm. long and 
1.3 mm. in diameter. 

In order to adjust the inductance 
values, small cores can be screwed into 
or out of each coil. These cores are fixed 
to the adjustment screws by means of 
plastic sleeves. The pitch of these screws 
has been chosen for quick and accurate 
adjustment. The sleeves guide the cores 
and thus prevent inaccuracies in adjust- 
ment. 

The two sections possess identical 
characteristics, so that either of the two 
coils can be used as primary. This, and 
the fact that any of the terminals can 
be used as an earth connection, makes it 
possible to wire any set in the most 
efficient manner. 

The unusual construction of the mag- 
netic circuit and the very small stray 
capacitances of the “wire” capacitors 
have a favourable influence upon the 
characteristics of the if. transformer, 
type 4260, which has a high quality fac- 
for considering its small dimensions. 
The high stability and the small tem- 
perature error are of no little import~ 
ance. 

‘The dimensions of the can are such 
that the longest side is shorter than the 
corresponding dimensions of the valve 
holder, even in the case of the minia- 
ture valves, while the shortest side is 
only 10 mm. long. The filter can thus 
be placed in between two valves and the 
space it occupies is therefore reduced to 
a minimum. The high maximum per- 
missible temperature (75°C.) is a great 
advantage in this respect. 


eee 


og 
j : 
% WANTED BY 
:RADIO TECHNICIAN 
bg B 
s Must be familiar with Modern By 
PY . By 
5 V.h.f. Practice Bs 
x ‘ 
By Permanent position, 3 
£ Salary depending on experience and qualifications. 

by + House available. 
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% APPLICATIONS BY LETTER ONLY, AND WILL BE TREATED 
AS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


HARDINGE BROS. PTY. LTD. 


HORSHAM, VIC. 


Se 


Mounting is quickly and_ securely 
done by means of the spring, type 4261, 
supplied with each filter. 


Technical Data: 


Quality factor : . en 100 
kQ 0.9 
Capacitance across primary ... 110 pF.* 

* 


Capacitarice across secondary .. 110 pl 
Average frequency drift, 20 c/s. per 


Maximum working temperature .. 75°C. 
Longest side of can 25 mm. (1") 
Shortest side of can... 10 mm, (13/32") 


Height of can 36 mm, (1-7/16") 

Mounting by means of a special spring 
supplied with each filter. 

* Wire capacitor, 


The nominal working frequency is 455 
Ke. for a wiring capacity not exceeding 
15 pF. Other frequency ranges can be 
covered, depending on the wiring cap- 
acities of the if. circuit. If, for instance, 
the wiring capacity can vary between 
5 and 10 pF., the transformer can be 
used for a range from 443 to 463 Ke. 


ROSS A. HULL V.HLF, 
MEMORIAL TROPHY 


Pictured below is the Ross A, Hull 
V.hf. Memorial Trophy. The inscrip- 
tion at the foot of the column reads: 

“To perpetuate the memory of an 
Australian Amateur—an early Member 
of the W.I.A—who devoted his life to 
the Amateur Cause and who pioneered 
the v.hf. field during his brilliant 
career as Editor of ‘QST’ and ‘The Radio 
Amateur’s Handbook.’ Born in Mel- 
bourne in 1902, his untimely passing in 
1938 was a great loss to the Amateur 
fraternity and the world of radio com- 
munications generally.” 
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SPECIAL! Due to Arrive Early in March 
1955 Edition 


“Radio Amateurs’ Handbook” 


Published by American Radio Relay League 


THE BOOK OF THE YEAR FOR ALL RADIO ENTHUSIASTS 


Price 44/3 and 2/. Postage 
BOOK YOUR ORDER NOW 


McGILL’S Authorised Newsagency 


Est. 1860 183-185 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, C.1, VICTORIA. 
“The Post Office is opposite” Phone: MY 1475-7 


used in MORE THAN HALF of all radio and T.V. sets manufactured 
in the U.K. Miniature in size—instrument quality at LOW PRICES! 
Spectfeations:— 


aiswion pectin 
RESISTORS also available in preferred values. 


AEGIS tx: .s0: mH litfle Lonsdale Street, MELBOURNE. FB 3731 


% DISTRIBUTORS IN ALL STATES 
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DX ACTIVITY BY VK3AHHt 


PROPAGATION REPORT 
3.5 Me.: Overseas communication on this band 
can be siated as fair to good. Europe and North 
Afriea broke through between 1800 and 2000z. 
‘The band was open to North and Central Amer- 
fea, the Pacifle Talands, and the Far East during 
the’ period 0900-1300: 

Me.:. This band also showed reasonable 
conditions "with ‘European, pevings “over the 
short path "1900-21002 and, ‘rather erratically, 
along the Iong route between 0700 and 0900z, 
North Ameriean contacts were possible from 
0600 to 14002, while the Far East and Asia pre- 
sented themselves between 0800 and "20002, 
‘Afrlean conditions existed around "1600-21002. 

1} Me.: Conditions ‘have been fair throughout 
the month. “Communication ‘with all continents 


path. 


North Ameriean conditions existed be- 
{ween 2000 and 0900z and. around 2100-23008, 
while Central and South America were repre- 
Sented around 0600z and 1000-12002, 

‘1 Me.; Some good openings to the American 
continents (2200-0300z) and Europe/Africa (0800 
13002), have been reported. Generally con- 
ditions seemed to be rather changeable. 


27/24 Me.: No reports have been received for 
these bands, 


NEWS AND NOTES 

As news of Antarctic work of the ex- 
ploration ship, Kista Dan, and the men 
aboard reaches the mainland, it is a 
good thing to remember what an im- 
portant duty expedition members fulfil 
for scientific research and for mankind 
in general. For men of the Antarctic 
and Sub-Antarctic expeditions it means 
a year of complete isolation and hard, 
yet interesting, investigations. Amateur 
Radio is one of the very few ways to 
keep in touch with the homeland. Am- 
ateurs in the expedition teams have 
always appreciated such contacts and 
most of them looked for as many QSOs 
with different VK stations as were 
workable. 

The boys on Macquarie Island are 
very easy to reach from the Australian 
mainland, due to their relatively close 
location. As readers will recall, during 
1954 Chas VKIAC was the best-known 
representative of the Island's team. His 
2240 QSOs with 86 different countries 
included numerous VK contacts, While 
sending his last VK1 DX report cover- 
ing December, 1954 (see Activities), 
Chas asks me to convey his sincerest 
thanks to all VKs concerned—and it is 
a pleasure to do so! 

The return of the Kista Dan with the 
boys from Heard Island and Mawson, 
Antarctica, is scheduled for the last 
week in March. Welcome home to our 
fellow Amateurs: George VKIDY, John 
VKIPG, and Bill VK1EG. 

TI9MHB (W6MHB) plans operation 
on all bands 10-160 mx for the second 
half of February (W7SGN). 

FE8AN should now be on the air from 
French Cameroons. 

ZD3BFC expects to stay in Gambia for 
two years. 

The 3.5 Mc. band showed very good 
DX activity during January. Many 
countries were represented. KP4CC, 
KR6LJ, KH6AFS, FA8BG, Ws, JAs, and 
Europeans belonged to stations fre- 
quently heard and worked by VKs. A 
sked has been arranged between G6YQ 
and VK3AHH to investigate the notor- 
jously difficult path G-VK3 on this band. 


}Hans J. Albrecht, 10 Belgravia Ave., Box Hill 
North, £.12, Vic. 

* Call signs ‘and prefixes worked. 

2—zero time—G.M.T. 
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From the Northern California DX 
Club and the “DXer” the following 
items were received: 

CR6CZ is reported to be active again. 
KC6CG left Ulithi (Palau) in Decem- 
ber. W6RRG (recently VP7NX) should 
now be around ZD7/ZD8. 


QTHs OF INTEREST 


Ex-VKIAC_VKGIB, Box 35, Dimboola, Victoria, 
ust 


AD{BS—C/o, P.M. San Francisco, AP.O. 793, 
USA. 


AMIBC—C/o. P.M. San Francisco, A.P.O. 3233, 
USA. 


Ex-KCSCG—521 Tudor Road, San Leandro, Cali- 
fornia, U.S.A. 


VPINN—Via W3RUZ. 
ZK2AD—Via ZLIDA. 
ETILF—Box 144, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 


TGSEA—Box 115, Guatemala City, Guatemala. 


hone and here at 3AHM we have: 
‘a*, KRGLJ, JAICR, KPACC, GSLP. 


IAC: JAICI*. Lyell 2GW: 
and VQiAQ, ZDSBX; 2 


2 Me: 
vaaces, 


AY8: FOBAK, JAIAFR, KROKS, 
in heard’ KH6s. 


Ks". OH, 
VURRA*, VKIEGS. 

VKIDY*, VQ2GW*, ZSIBK*, ZEIP* 
LUSAQs. SMe, 
corse, Ge, 


KA/JAs, 
GNBFV 


MPIQAH?, 
DUDS .CERD z+ 


: pee 
JA, YVSAE, KP4AZ. YVSDE. SM. LUSEL, LUG- 
DJX, Yvsbz. ZS2BC, GM2FHIL, G, VSiBJ, 


VKIDY, VSIFE, KV4. FKSAE, CT3AB, DUIDO, 
ON4PA! KX6AF, FISBA, MP4BBL, 
ETSS, VSOCT,’ VKIEG. 
1Ac: VSiFS® 


4SINX, 
4STWP, DL. 


XRe0O", LU. 


st 
Yea, “VSGBE, VSD, Kv4, 4S7FG, 
KPGAK, VU2RC, SW8GT, FIBA 

lice” VEascY. “EASGE.  iussGs, 10) 
HBIMX(HE, ZBICM, 4X4BK, OEISUSA, OFL 
F9AB, FSHF. PAOULA,” PAQULO, 'OEIPC, 
OBsAzZ. On Maca MEABAD. MPABBL? 


MM, KH 
KA2KC, VR2CG, DUS 
KJ6AZ, W6, W8, WO, 


No reports have been re 


peste’ 
POEM. KMGAX. ZDe 

Aum: HBIMK/HE, GCIreC, Vascy. 
HUTAL OHAGKBA, “ONE.” VSICR. 
ZbeBX, DUTSV, VEOBM, ‘CESDT. 

SII: VSSRO.  ZEAI. 
OpsBA, “ZCsvR, Pw2AHS, IL 
ZSsKS.” 7KM: CNSGB (7 Me!). "MERGIO0: CNB? 

Hain, isisz, Meta, Kas. 
(38 Mc), ODSAF,- OgscU, SUIS, 
WNOQIA, XEIAM, 2KIAB,’ SMBCND. 
Thanks to. the Northern California DX Club, 


nies. 


BRAS, Gata, wisgN TZLICI. and Vike IAG 
2GW, 2aL. Hit, 2AHH, 2AMB GAP. 30K, 

sre, “EL, 4RW, 420, ‘SHI, 
SRK, 30, TEM, TRW, BBW, 'and fv.te BERS 


195, ‘Jim Hunt, and Dave 


inkin. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

W.LA. members are requested 
to promptly notify any change of 
address to their Divisional Seo- 


PREDICTION CHART FOR MAR,, 1955 
rane waren 
TEAUST-SAFRICA, 


gEAIST-NEUSATSR| | WAUST-NEUSA. 
| 
7 re st aI, 
UST-NEUSA-LAL 
— 4 
| a 
| 


FIFTY MEGACYCLES AND 


50 Mc. DX 


VK1ZM, Macquarie Island, has_ad- 
vised that they have heard New Zea- 
Jand on the 50 Me. band during January, 
but no details given. 

In New Caledonia, FK8AB, listening 
on 50 Mc, during the period of the Ross 
Hull Contest, heard VK2, 4, 5, ZL1 
and VR2. 

VR2CG, of Fiji, contacted several 
Australian States including, for the first 
time, VK6—a distance of approx. 3,900 
miles. The contacts were made on 3rd 
January commencing with VK6HK at 
0034 GMT. Signals were R5 S8. VR2CG 
at that time was hearing all ZL dis- 
tricts and all VK States except VK7. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 
Weather conditions spoilt both fixtures of the 
Yun, Group in January, ‘first "Operation Root 
Tops ‘and then the ‘Fox Hunt set down for 
Suhday, 23rd which was abandoned owing to 
fains “the trip to Mt, Kosclusko, was made DY 
Hoy: 2HO. and Bere 2APQ. as planned on 7th 
Tenuary without incident, “The weather’ was 
fect and after erecting the beam, setting up 
fie genr, and making some. check transmissions, 
Telited. for the night on the top of Australia 
(i305. ft). satisted that everything was work 
ing OK ind ‘ready forthe skeds on. Saturday 
atfernaon, "However, during ‘the ‘might a. west. 
y morning reached 
two hours transmit~ 
‘decided that as the 
Werther, had. got worse and. showed no. signs 
Ot abating, “with heavy storm clouds settling 
Sround the mountain, to go down to. the foot 
of the summit, hoping. that ‘conditions would 
Mmprove and we could return and continue as 
Dlunned, but when lowering the beam we were 
Unable 'to hold it once the guy. ropes were 
inckened” with the result it was damaged and 
Could not be repaired ‘with facilities we had 
weith: us 

We then decided to go through to Tumut 
and on Sundio gnorning, ith Taateral supped 
by Geoif 28, Keith 220A and Hoss 2PN, was 
Able to make’ temporary” repairs to. the beam 
and then arranged to gq. to Kendall—a re 
[Gokout in the State Forests, some thirty miles 
routh, of ‘Tumut, with Keith 2ZAA leading the 
Way an guide, About half way to Kendall. Roy 
Temembered that we had left the te in 2BQ" 
Shick where it had been inspected by the Kang 
Within ‘seconds ot pulling up. to 40 back, ‘Ross 
APN’ arrived with the tx-and a pair of trousers 
we had left behind in our rush to get out to 
Kendall. “According to Geoff 25Q, “Wwe “could 
do without the pants, but we had to ‘have the 
fe. “on arrival” at.'Kendali, further” trouble 
Geveloped and. the “Donk gave us a. worrying 
four and a half before it finally decided to 29. 
Finally at 4 pm, we made our first contact with 
Geort 289 and then had contacts ‘with Don 2S 
fn“Atbury, ‘Syd Sct at, Nagamble. The three 
Tumut boss, from their home locations, made a 
Focording of the. transmissions from each of 
hore stations, ‘Other stations heard from Ken- 
Gall ‘were 2H, 20, 2GU ond ZANF in Syd- 
hey, ‘together with several unidentified carriers, 
but to cur disappointment were unable to make 
contact with Sydney, 

‘Sydney. stations who were operating in the 
feld on the Sunday made several good contacts. 
ZATO at ‘Barrington. ‘Tops, 20A,and 2W3. in 
the Blue’ Mountains, 22W' at the “Gib” owral, 
ZANP mobile marine Sydney Harbour all made 

Neresting contacts ‘with home stations as’ well 

‘between their field locations 
‘The fifth Annual Hamfest of the Division 
brought a number of country vhf. enthusiasts 
{0 the eity, among them were 2AJ0, 2PN, 25; 
SARE, 2AXS"and it was suggested that we hold 
ivfeld day similar tothe one held last Ostober. 
nis is now being discussed “and it is hoped 
that it: can be arranged to take place towards 
the end ‘of March. 

‘The first mesting of the Group for 1955 took 
place. on ath February: the lecture for the 
Evening was also. another frst, being the frst 
Iccture given in NS.W. by.a holder of a Lim- 
ited License in the person. of Barry 2ZAG, 
his subject being "Win. Antennac—Theory” and 
Design. By means of a well drawn act of 
Glagrams and several pleces of test gear, Barry 
fave many interesting details ‘regarding the 
Sonstruction of antenna daiancing. devices and 
diferent types of feed lines, showing how to 
caleuiate ‘the impedance for different spacing 
Snd the use of a bridge to adjust the standing 


Es 
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ABOVE 


wave ratio on the feeders to a minimum. A 
very informative and interesting lecture, Barry. 

While on the subject of lectures, the ‘one set 
down for the March meeting will be given by 
Mr. Noel Millar, 2AQH, entitled “Some 
marks on Detection and’ Suppression of Radio 

On 4th February, at 830 p.m. the first 2 mx 
contact was made with Tumut. Keith 2ZAA 
and John 2ANF in Sydney succeeded in making 
contact on their first sked. Congratulations to 
both on a fine effort. Sydney stations are ad- 
vised to sten for 2ZAA at 830 each night, 
2WH has been putting a very good signal into 
Sydney during the past few ‘weeks and was 
worked by Bob 20A for the frst time, also by 
2A0A, 2ABZ, 2QZ, 2AJZ. We hear that 23W 
at Orange has no difficulty in working 2WEH at 
Forbes, also that 2AXS_and 2APE with 2AMR 
at Dubbo promises to become very active on 
2 mx very ‘soon.—2APQ, 


VICTORIA 


digo. All ‘were able to work through to Mel- 
bourne and many. interesting contacts took 
place. Most were mobile equipped and a lot of 
mobile to mobile was on the air, and all find 
ita really fascinating side light to v.hf. 
activity. 

For “Operation Root Top,” Laurle SALY went 
to Seres, near Geelong, Len SLN to the hills 
at the ‘back of Portarlington, Jack 3VZ. to 
‘Arthur's Seat, and Alf SIE to Mt. Martha, Many 
ood contacts were made, but unfortunatel 
none with Kosclusko owing to the  biizza 
with the exception of Syd_3CI who made 
contact when they were at Tumut. 

‘The first Field Day of the 1955. season was 
held on 23rd January when several braved the 
unusually hot and humid weather and took up 
locations on the hills. Tan 3ZAM went to Mt 
Donna Buang, Jack 3VZ to Mt. “Dandenong, 
Len 3EN to Arthur's Seat, Ray 3KD and Norm 
Dench to Mt. Macedon, and Eric 3ADU to Bald 
Hill. A’ good deal of calling of VK7s took 
place, as Col 7LZ was on the band during the 
day, "however no “contacts were. made. Col, 
however, ‘has promised to make five minute 
transmissions on the half hour during the VK3 
‘weekly DX session, which occurs between ® 
and 9 every, Thursday’ evening. 

We welcome to the band Ray 3ZBH, Jack 
SZAJ and Don 3PO. Don SPO, of Ballarat, has 
been putting very excellent. signals into ‘Mel~ 
bourne and on most occasions Erie 3ANQ (140 
miles from Melbourne) has been putting in 
excellent signals, upwards of $9. 

At the V.hf. Group meeting this month the 
programme of Field Days for 1955 was decided, 
the next one being on 6th March, then 3rd 
April, and Ist May, which will be the first 

‘of each month, which should make it 
easy to remember. 


New. Year and will continue on. the second 
Wednesday of each month. Associates! “A. tx 
fs not a “must” for the Fox Hunt, a rx on 144 
Mc. is all that is necessary and will ensure a 
most enjoyable evening for you. 

‘The long week-end for the Australia Day 
holiday found a minor unofficial convention at 
Portarlington, when Laurie SALY, Bob 30 and 
Len 3LN camped on the foreshore. They were 
joined by Associate Norm Dench, Graeme 3ZAA 
and family, and Gordon 3TP and family on the 
Monday. ‘They decided to make it a yearly 
event and hope that others will join in next 
year. On the road home Len. ‘and Laurie 
3ALY worked mobile between cars and at Little 
River worked back to Max 3BQ, whose signals 
were S9 on the road. This was an approximate 
air-line distance of 45 miles and signals, per- 
haps because of the flat nature of the road, 


Up to the present, no_break-throughs have 
been reported to VK7. ‘This is unusual as the 
D.C.A. Launceston to Melbourne beacon has 
been breaking through on_many occasions dur- 
ing the summer season.—SLN. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

50 Mc.: Band conditions have been a complete 
washout for DX over the last month, nothing 
being heard since the first week in’ January. 
To cap the lot, the feed line on the 50 Mec. 
beam at 6HK has opened up somewhere along 
its length, which means extensive repair work. 


PT LE, ie ote 


Most of the gang seem to have turned their 
Buention ‘to 148 Me, 0 will leave 50 Me, for 
this month, 

Tu Me: 6BO spent a few days up at Bruce 
Rock ‘with 6DW at the end of January and 
some Interesting tests were. carried out with 
Perth stations, Over several days, signals peak~ 
ed to 89 both ways. It was found, however, 
that oDW's. old. converter "was considerauiy 
down ‘on Rolo’ and Don has ‘been telling ‘the 
Story against himself that his converter on the 
2'mx beam produced inferior signals ‘than ‘Rolo’ 
Eonverter on the 80 Me. beam 1 believe that 
State ‘of affairs has since been corrected! 6ZAA. 
and 6ZAzZ both made contacts ‘with €DW, so 
things are on the up and up. GRK and 6ZAV 
Were heard, but no contact resulted. 6ZAV_ is 
Df course one other than Don Brown’ com: 
Plete with callsign at last. Welcome to 2 mx 
Om! T think you must have ‘had about the 
Tongest wait of anybody fora lcense- 

As it appears to be the season for portable 
expeditions, 6ZAA and friend, Bob Elms) packed 
their gear-and trundled off to Merridin for. two 
or three days. ‘Signals were heard from. Perth 
fon ‘three occasions ands carrier. heard from 
Merridin by BO at one stage, but no-actual 
two day Q8O resulted, Contact’ was established 
With aw over the ‘30 ‘ies. fo 
Without any dimeulty at “all.” Gear in use at 
Merridin ‘was GZAAs home station off the ac, 
with a five over five atop a 96 tt, plese ‘of 
Water Oy 

jew new call signs issued but not yet 
heard are 6ZAQ. 6ZAR and €ZAS" 1'beligve 
GZAR is doing his NST. with GZAE at ihe 
moment, so may be some delay there. Leave 
atone week-end In five does not leave much 
time for Amateur Radio. 6ZAM should 
breeze before long under the able “soling on 
of OZAA. OZAK. is forcibly QRT for a few 
Months, ‘but should be back again’ about Jul 
SZAT still to be heard about et a weeksend 
fiddling with ‘the “‘xtal controlled” conventos 
SZAZ' has been playing around. with a Com: 
mand rx and" converter, but rumour has. it 
that an'ART might be coming up shortly. That 
may weil solve your rx problems for a” while 
Gee, GAW still to be heard when time permite, 
Believe you have to move out of Your present 
shack before long Denis? 63 has been having 
luntold strife getting the #258 to drive success 
Tully, but should Mave it OK by now. "A five 
element ‘beam does. the radiating. 

A point to note, ‘The Institute. proposes hold- 
ing a'Two Metre Scramble sometime in June: 
No date fixed as. yet, but. further ‘details will 
be advised. “At the moment It looks ike: being 
on, similar tines tothe annual? Me, event, 
ut ‘there’ may be some need' to. modity. the 
scoring ‘system sightiy or perhaps, the times 
Of operation to sult the ‘occasions Anyway if 


teen eat oe 
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WIRELESS INSTITUTE 
(N.S.W. DIVISION) 


NORTH COAST & TABLELANDS 
CONVENTION 


EASTER WEEK-END 
8th, 9th, 10th April, 1955 


* Competitions 

* New Attractions 

* 144 Me. Hunts 

* 7 Mc. Scramble 

* Gerry Challender Trophy 
* Abundant Prizes 


ACCOMMODATION CAN BE 
ARRANGED 


Contact VK2AHH, West Kempsey, 
immediately for your reservation 
for self and family. 


ee 


ks 
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RADIGTRON POWER VAL 


Today’s high standards of radio performance are 
dependant upon the use of first quality components. 


Radiotron valves are manufactured to exacting stand- 
ards which ensure you of the ultimate in performance 
at all times. 


Be sure of the quality and consistency of your signals 
by using Radiotron Power Valves. 


Important: When ordering valves, be sure to mention 
“Amateur Radio” so that priority can be given to 
your order. 


WFADIOTRON 


AMALGAMATED WIRELESS VALVE CO. PTY. LTD 
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SHORT WAVE LISTENERS’ SECTION 


S.W.L, GROUP REACHES TO FAR CORNERS 
OF THE GLOBE 

‘We have received two enquiries regarding the 
YKS Division S.w.l. Group. Firstly, from Fred 
Kuhns, of 47 South 14th Street, Allentown, 
Penns., U,S.A.. and secondly, from John H: 
MeKendric! “Adelaide Court,” Hill Road, 
London, N.W.8. To both you chaps we offer 
a big welcome to this section of the Wireless 
Institute of Australia. 

Fred heard of us’ while listening to a DX 
programme from Radio Australia, beamed to 
America, John will be leaving England soon 
and will be visiting VIC3, 60 hope to meet you 
at our meeting John, He states that DX in 
London ‘is quite good, hearing mainly VK2s, 
although no VK3s. ‘The gear in use at his 
Tocation is an 1158 with converter for 21, 28 
plus 6-9 Mc. Command and i152 
modified for’ 2. im: 

From VK6, Albert Angus, of Diamond Tree, 
via Jurdee, We received a very informa 
tive letter.’ Albert is studying for his A.0.C.P. 
and we wish you lots of luck from VK3. Albert 
fs using a S-valve dual wave commercial job 
with vibrator power supply. All the best, and 
many hours of DX, All 

Information regarding ‘awards made available 
by the Japanese Society will be found in this 
issue under the heading of Federal QSL Bureau. 


REPORTS OF THE BANDS 
144 Mo.: Gerrard Lane heard six VK3s, Frank 
Beeber, of Breston. ‘using a modified $23, to. a 
sel. 20 ft high, heard 49 V3 ‘stations. 
Is_solld 

AISAH, 


(near 


Tokyo) 


Vit Vis, vss, wa. Worn, 2 
Tecelved trom’ YVSEU, YVSEA. 
‘At my, locatio 


a eneniat, 
CES, CNS, FI8, GI3, HC2, 
at BY, PY4 T,” Vick, VR, 


VR, “VS2, 
a ye ble 
‘CEO, CTi, DLi, 
KA, , KHS, KL7, LAS. LUI, 
Lui, MP4,_ 0 21, ‘VQ, VQ8, VSS, ZD6, ZL, 


‘Stations heard on this band were 
, VK3, VK6, V7, VK9, VR2, Wo, ZL. 


* John Wilson, 37 Rayment St, Alphington, Vic. 


SALLIE NIGEL 


CSO: 


: 
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ISLE IELE LESLIE III EEG EGS, 


NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA 


NEW ZEALAND AMATEUR CALL BOOK 


Published by the 
NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION OF RADIO TRANSMITTERS 


4]. each, plus postage 


OBTAIN YOUR COPY FROM YOUR DIVISIONAL SECRETARY 
OR BOOKSELLERS IN YOUR STATE 


SSRI LISELI ILI LE ELLE IEE LIEGE TEL ET GGT IE EEG, 


Broadcast, Band, S/W DX.—From Stewart 
Little, of N.S.W., ‘we received notification that 
V.0.A. Station in’ the Phillipines has been heard 
at $9" on 1140 Ke., running 1,000kw. between 
‘the hours of 1290-0100EST. Stewart also re- 
ports 2XP. New Plymouth, N.Z., on 1370 Ke., 
Funning 2kw. and 2¥A, Wellington, N.Z., on 
570 Ke. 


IDEAS EXCHANGED HERE 

Each month in this section of notes we 
hope to publish ideas received from our 
readers that would be of interest to 
other s.w.l's. throughout VK land. The 
ideas can be in the form of better re- 
ception hints to modifications to your 
gear for listening. 


Fig, 1-8 Meter Circuit, 


The idea for this month is from Bill 
Leeming, VK3ALW, and I have per- 
sonally tried this and it is a beaut! 
For some time now I have been after a 
good S meter circuit for an AR8, but 
was unsuccessful until Bill came along 
with this one. 

The circuit is shown in Fig. 1. and 
there should be no difficulty in making 
it operate. The valve is an ordinary 
6J5 and the potentiometers 1,500 and 
2,500 ohms must be ganged ‘together 
and of the linear type. The meter can 
be of the 0-1 Ma. type, or if more 
sensitivity is required an’ 0-500 micro- 
amp. meter can be used.. 
cee: aca 


SO ce 


SO SE 


S8.W.L, CONTEST 

‘This event is now in progress, from Ist Jan- 
uary to 30th March. ‘This is your last. month 
for receiving those QSOs as the Contest closes 
‘on 30th March at 2359 EST., so get to it and 
make those rigs run hot. 

‘All QSL cards must be sent to “Contest Com- 
mittee,” Siw, Section, W.LA., 191 Queen St., 
Melbourne, C.i, by the last post on 30th June, 
1955. Results will be announced over VK3Wi 
in second week in August at 1130 hours. For 
fall contest details, refer to the January issue, 
page 12, of “AR. 


DIGEST OF DX TIPS 
3420 Ke.—VUD, India—Request Programme at 
1145 p.m. (all times EST). 

3850 Ke—£Q0, Teheran, Iran—commencing at 

12:30 acm, 
4900 Ke.—Colombo, ‘Ceylon—12.15_ am, 
TB0 Ke.—JOBI, Tokyo, Japan—English News at 


1405 Ke—Radle Herondello, Hanol—10.30 p.m. 
11930 Ke.—VUD, Dehli—3.1f 


40 pm. News at 
11810 Ke—GRP."Tondon—8.30 p.m. 


ow Drift 
Crystals 


AMATEUR 
BANDS 


ACCURACY 0.02% OF 
STATED FREQUENCY 


3.5 Mc. and 7 Mc. 
Unmounted &200 
Mounted .... £210 0 
12.5 and 14 Mc. Fundamental 


Crystals, “Low Drift,” 
Mounted only, £5. 


Spot Frequency Crystals 
Prices on Application. 


Regrinds £100 
THESE PRICES DO NOT 
INCLUDE SALES TAX. 


MAXWELL HOWDEN 


15 CLAREMONT CRES., 
CANTERBURY, E.7, 
VICTORIA 
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FEDERAL, QSL, and & DIVISIONAL NOTES 


FEDERAL 
Fed. President: W. R. Gronow, VK3WG. 


Fed. Secretary: L. D. Bowle, VKSDU, Box 
2611W, G.P.O., Melbourne. 

QSL. Bureau: R. E. Jones, VKSRJ, 23 Landale 
Street, Box Hill, E11, Vic. 


DX C.C, Manager: G. 1. Morris, VK3BZ, 50 
Eighth Street, Parkdale, Vie. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 

President: Jim Corbin, VK2¥C. 
Secretary: Harry Hickin, VK2ACH, Box 174 
GP.O., Sydney. 

Meeting Night: Fourth ‘of each month at 
Science House, Gloucester Street, Sydney. 
Divisional Sub-Edltor: Ted Whiting, VK2ACD, 

16 Louden Street, Five Dock. 
QSL Bureau: J.B, Corbin, VK2¥C, 78 Maloney 
‘St, Eastlake, Sydney (Inwards and Outwards). 
North Coast a 


fort “Ave. 
Viqwit, Cambijow. 


3, Onlade St, 
Edge, 


VK2AIO, 
Shas. Coste, 


Kinsella, VKSAKW, Magdala, Lubeck; South 

Western: W. Wines, 11 Redford St., Warrnam- 

bool, and E. Giddings, VK3ANQ, §' Nelson St, 

‘Warmambool; Nerth Eastern: A-D. Buchanan, 
“Booroondal.” W: 


jura; Eastern? C.J x 
McAlister St. Stratford: North Western: C- 
Case, VESACE, Cumming Ave.. Birchip; 8.w.l 
Groups Jon Wilson, 31 Rayment St, ‘Riphing: 


QUEENSLAND 
President: Harold Murphy, VK¢ 
Secretary: W. A. Young. VIVAL Box 0283, 
ne. 


First Friday tn cach month at 
ety Rooms, Ann 


T. Hope, VKAXL, 
john's_ Wood, ve. 
QSL Berean: tawarde-d. Files: ‘Wanda 

‘St, Buranda; Outwards—Miss Clair O’Brien, 
$3 "Jardine Si, Stafford. 


As a result of business and health reasons, 
the Assistant Federal Secretary, Mr. John Rice- 
Oxley, has found it necessary to tender his 
resignation. from. this position. John VK3AKO 

has been a most active member of Executive 
and if is jwith regret ‘that ‘his resignation, is 
‘accepted. The duties of keepini 

or the Call Book, towether with dispateh ot 
material for overseas awards, were expeditiously 

carried out ‘and directed. John has. indicated 
that at a later date, when his present commit- 
ments are lightened, he will again be available 
for any duties connected with the furtherance 
of the W.LA. 


FEDERAL COUNCILLOR 
Federal Executive has been advised that Mr. 
George Moss has again been elected to. the 
litlon of Federal Councillor for VK6 Division 
for 1955-56, George, as VKGGM, is one of the 
Older members of the Division and his wise 
council is much appreciated by those closely 
Associated with him. 


AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION 

‘Under the direction of the Federal Counell 
of the Wireless Institute of Australia, Federal 
Executive hereby gives notice that it is in- 
‘tended to alter the Federal Constitution (1947) 
of the W.LA. as follows 

Section 29(a) By inserting immediately after 
the word “Proficiency,” the words “or Limited 
Amateur Operator's Certificate of Proficienc; 


LIST OF SUCCESSFUL AMATEUR 
‘CANDIDATES 
‘The following is a list of candidates who were 
successful at the examinations for the Amateur 
Operator's Certificate and Amateur Operator's 
Limited Certificate held on 13th July and 12th 
‘October, 1954: 

New 

E, A. Druitt, 43 Canal Street, Grimth. 
*W, Hi. Harder, Flat No. 6, Royal Bldg., Argent 


‘Pennant’ Hills. 
*P. G. Watson, 9 The Crescent, Homebush. 
tW. 9h. “Boon, Bunnerong Road and) Franiklin 
Street, Matraville. 

G. J, Lee, 1183 Vietoria Road, West 
J. W. Bork, 42 Queensciiffe Road, Manly. 

A, Dunnicliff, 68 Duff St, Broken Hull Sth. 
"B,C. Fleck, 20’ Yoolooma Street, Griffith. 

. G. Savage, Box 631, Grifith. 
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F. G. Barron, Flat 2, “Exeta Manor,” 78 Mac- 
-quarle, Street "Parramatta, 
EH. ‘35 Paul ‘Street, Auburn. 
D. Sellars, 90 Sandringham Street, Sans Souct. 
3, Topp, 33 Western Road. Parramatta, 


of. Bc Yotkard, 10 Clovelly Street, Watsons Bay? 

A. G. Isaacs, 43 Tupper Street, Merrickville. 
‘Avenue,’ Westmead. 

J. W. Porter, 11 Telepia Avenue, Caringbah. 

13. H. “Hansen, 70 Robey Street, Maroubra, 


Victoria 

*A. W. D. Wilson, “Bundorant,” Glenthompson. 

RC S. Beckett, No. 6 Married’ Quarters, School 
‘of Signals, Balcombe. 

K. E. Semmler, Box 26, Murtoa. 

sl G. MeKeelisy, *Carramar,” May Street, El- 


G. ATC ™Pesice, 207 Prospect Hill Road, 
‘Surrey Hills. 


lerrigum. 

Yell, Hipwell, 10 Beach Avenue. Elwood: 
rbrand, impson Street, East 

Melbourne. 

|. T. Holmes, 12 Victor Street, Sunshine. 

R. Fryer, 424 Plenty Road, Preston. 

Luckman, 2 Milton Street, Canterbury. 

i. K. Tulloch, Fernshaw Road, Healesvilie, 

“sD. H. Francis, 5 Noel Street, Ivanhoe. 

H. S.A. Lilburn, 21 Albert Street, Mitcham. 

. HV. Rankin, 1879 “Malvern Road, East 


. Gc. aiaiker ‘The Lodge, Ormond College, 
on 3. Harrison, 7 Tiernan Street, Footscray. 


ROME ROY 


Queensiand 
‘SD. L. Bates, 150 Lytton Road, East Brisbane. 
Dr. 1._C. Morrison, Avon Lodge, 171 Riding 
Road, Hawthorn. 
N. A. Roberts, 41 Kent Street, Rockhampton. 
‘sD. A. Fraser, P.O. Box 131, Warwick. 
+6. E Lang; C/o, Warwick Broadcasting Co. 
‘Ltd., "Warwick. 
+3. W. Kickbusch, C/o" Mrs. Nolan, 50 Moreton 
Street, Norman Park. 
J. Fursdon, 36 Brook Street, Windsor. 


South Australia 
M. M. Harding, 121 Collins Street, Broadview 
Gardens. 


+R. G. Henderson, 14 James Street, Southwark. 
EJ. Kenny, 5 Perth Street, Ferryden Park. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
G. M, Bowen, VK5XU. 


124K, 


President: F. A. T. Tredrea, VKGFT. 


.E. Graham, VKGHK, 

Ti0 Bainboro Sh. Mit. Hawthorn, 

QSL Bureau; Jim Rumble, VKGRU, Box F319, 
Perth, West. Aus, (inwards and’ Outward: 


TASMANIA 
President: L. E. Edwards, VK7LE. 


Secret G. Tait, Box 371B, G.P.O. Hobart, 
Meeting Night: First Wednesday’ of each month 
at W.LA. Club Room, 147 Liverpool 


+ LB. awards, VITLE, 
QSL, Bureae: Ray Calvert. VERT, Box 7B, 
. Hobart, (inwards and Outwards). " 
responden 


Western: RK. 
Burnie, Tasmania, 


*E. W. Menkins, 26 McKenna Street, Kensini 
ton Park. 
*E. M. O'Neill,” 61 Nelson Street, 


Garde 

F. A. Ensticke C/o, Post Office, Alice Springs, 
M. McGrath, 14° Tallara Ave., Mt Gambier, 

© Jellett, Norton Va 

. B. Tuck,"s7 Cowra Street, Mile End, 

W. G. Wehr, 20 Kintore “Avenue, Pros 

“E. B. Stephenson, 4 Plecadiliy Circus, Colonel 

Light Gardens, 


Western Australis 


SH. Ia, 32 Boulder Road, Kalgoorlie, 
A. R. Deverell, 20 Streatley Road, Riveryale. 
*M. R._ Meharry, 98 Kalamunda Road, Kala- 


wanda. 
*D. A."Mesdowcroft, 132 Eton Street, Nort 
Perth. fa 


Harcourt 


Tasmania 
22. Milway, Cottage 8, Tarzateah, 

dnton, Wellington Street, Longford. 
WW. “Growling Ait Brosie pancees Tonetord 
R. D. Nicholls, 30 ‘Pearl Street,, Wivenhoe. 
+P. "E,Blundstone, "Barclay," Whitemark, 

‘rulnders Island, 

‘D. G. Cartwright, 38 Mary Street, Launceston, 


Territory New Guinea 

3. W. H. Rasmussen, C/o, Australian M.AF. 
Bullding, Wewak. 

4R. A. Sutherland, Central Avenue, Rabaul. 


* Qualified for Limited Certificate. 

¢ Special Examination. 

Special examinations held at Port Moresby 
and Rabaul. 


FEDERAL QSL MANAGER 
RAY JONES, VKSRJ, MANAGER 

Hereunder are the listener awards made 
available by ‘the LARL., Box 317, Tokyo, 

japan. 

HAC. (He All Continents) will be 
awarded to listeners submitting an Amateur 
Station QSL for six continents. Five LC. to 
be. included’ with “application. 

‘S.W.L.-AJ.D. Proof of having heard the 10 
Japanese call ‘areas (10 LR.C. 

W.L.-W.A.. 
Japanese prefectures, 

‘S.W.L.J.C.C. Proof of having heard 100 cities 
in Japan i10 LRC.). 

‘The W.LA. are at present negotiating with 
the J.A.R.L. for an agreement as to the accept- 
ance of certification in lieu of having to forward 
QSL cards to Japan for these awards, Until 
the negotiations have been completed, all appli- 
cations for listener and transmitting awards 
must be made direct to the address stated above. 

‘The League of Radio Amateurs of Mozambique 
in forwarding best wishes for 1955, express the 
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* GOLD PLATED CRYSTALS 
* SILVER PLATED CRYSTALS 


offered by 


BRIGHT STAR RAD 


46 EASTGATE ST., OAKLEIGH, S.E.12 UM 3387 


LATEST MODERN EQUIPMENT 


AMATEURS! BRIGHT STAR PLATED CRYSTALS WILL GIVE YOU GREATER ACTIVITY. 
PRICES FROM £6/10/-. COMMERCIAL PRICES ON APPLICATION. 


BRIGHT STAR CRYSTALS may be obtained from the following Interstate firms: Messrs. A. E. Harrold, 123 Charlotte 
St., Brisbane; Gerard & Goodman Ltd., 192-196 Rundle St., Adelaide; A. G. Healing Ltd., 151 Pirie St. Adelaide; 
Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 894 Hay St, Per Lawrence & Hanson Electrical Pty. Ltd., 120 Collins St., Hobart; Collins 
Radio, 409 Lonsdale St. Melbourne; Prices Radio, 5-6 Angel Place, Sydney. 


These 
Distributors 
have TRIMAX 


vic. 
J. H. Magrath & Co. Pty. Ltd. 
Healings Ltd. 

Radio Parts Pty, Ltd. 
Homecrafts Pty. Ltd. 


N.8.W. 

John Martin Pty. Ltd. 

University Graham 

University Graham Instru- 
ments Pty. Ltd. 


BA. 

A. G. Healing Ltd. 

Newton McLaren Ltd. 

Radio & Electrical Whole- 
salers Pty. Ltd. 

Gerard & Goodman Pty. Ltd. 


* OUR NEW Nicholson's Ltd. 
CATALOGUE ‘Atkins (W.A.) Ltd, 
Is NOW Carlyle & Co. Ltd. 
AVAILABLE. 


Qu. 


Write for your Chandlers Pty. Ltd. 


copy immediately! FOR TRANSFORMERS OF QUALITY 


CNR. WILLIAMS ROAD & CHARLES STREET, NORTH COBURG, VIC. FL 1203 
‘Trimax is a division of Cliff & Bunting Pty. Ltd. 


TAS. 
W. G. Genders Pty, Lid. 
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hope that “during the year that now begins all 
‘Amateurs of the world shall work in complete 
‘co-ordination, having in view the cultural pos- 
sibilities of ‘their emissions and the spirit of 
fraternity and friendliness which should char- 
acterise Amateurs throughout the world.” 

‘A novel QSL comes from HKSFV. The board 
isa thin shaving of wood, On the obverse in 

acters of velvet fabric is the call sign, 
While on the reverse is printed all the detalls 
Of the QSO and the equipment and achieve- 
ments of the owner of station. Unique 
and costly. = 

Frank Anear, ex-VK9WZ, advises under date 
of 15th January, that he expected to leave 
Momote on posting south around 24th January. 
After a period of leave in his home State of 
‘VES, he expects to resume duty at Laverton 
around April. Frank has been off the air since 
December and has spent the time prior to de- 
parture in. constructing ible rig. | Frank 
Bemoans the reception dificulties in Momote, 
having an 11,000 volt power main running par- 
allel with one leg of his antenna and not too 
far distant from it. Here’s toa fine spell of 
leave Frank, and ‘we hope to hear you on 
again soon, preferably under a VES call sign 
Meantime jet me have your VK5 QTH please. 

QSL traffic for January, 1995, showed a mark- 
ed'rise, indicating. that possibly we are com- 
mencing to climb out of the trough of the cycle. 

‘The writer has been on vacation at War- 
burton, “Had some thousands of contacts during 
the fortnight, often knocking over seven and 
eight at a time. Unfortunately the contacts 
Were of a physical nature and consisted of 
Slapping at the myriads of bush files that would 
not ike any. other form of notice to quit. 
‘Thought I had solved perpetual motion at one 
stage. Apologies for any delays to correspond- 
enre during my absence, 

Bill Sawyer, VKAKJ, of Thursday Island, will 
be remembered by old ‘timers when it is men- 
tloned that he was VPIWS, of Suva, for a fair 
period. Bill was’ the frst Amateur’ to operate 
ih Fiji and naturally was a much sought-after 
Station, “Writer ran skeds with him in the 
early. thirties, having 60 or 70 contacts. Bill 
has held VKAKJ for nine years and uses an 
ATS with 750 volts on a pair of 807s. Antenna 
fs a 260 tt. long wire. If memory serves me 
right, Bill originally hailed from the Hurst- 
bridge area of Victoria, 

Any VK. stations who contacted ODSAF, of 
Lebanon, and. who have not received a QSL 
will be interested to know that the card can 
be obtained from G3KCE, the operator being 
the ‘ex-nd op. of ODSAF, and is also. ex- 
MPAQAJ.. Mailing address is 64 Bassett Road, 
London, W.10, England. = 

Th a,3.5 Mc, QSL to BERSI9S, Bob Morris, 
WHILU, he would welcome more 
Awa reports on his 80 metre signals, WIJLU 
runs’ a Viking tx with 150 watts input. 

BERS195, Eric Trebilcock, has just returned 

100 mile car trip. Journeying was 
Besides punishing the 
car, ‘down ‘very, long in an: 
spot, “Says now will be busy for a mont 
Painting the house, After the Lord Mayor's 
fart comes. the—tumbrill. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


‘The January meeting of the Wireless Institute 
of Australia (NSW, Division) was held in the 
Presence of a large gathering at Science House, 
Bioucester. Streets of 28th January. The Presl- 
Gent, J. Corbin, '2¥C, opened proceedings and 
Sreleorned the visitors’ who had already arrived 
from country. centres to attend the Convention. 
Those so welcomed were 2XP, 2XZ, 3PL, 25Q, 
SM. aAQF and 261 The. minutes ‘of the pre- 
loud “meeung. were read” by. the. Secretary, 
Marry 2ACH, 

AT teport. was given regarding the very suc- 
censtul Skmas Party organised by George 2AGO, 
Sha it was stated hata final profe of, £3 
fesulted “from the function. "Members 
Tninded. that it is the intention of the Social 
Committee. to organise more functions and are 
further reminded that the theatre party will be 
held at the State ‘Theatre, Market Street, Syd 
nest on Thursday, 10h March, All those’ destr- 
bas’ Of being péesent are asked to contact 
George 2AGO® and get those applications in. for 
fickels, ‘News ‘of further activities. will appear 
in "your Bulletin each month, George gave a 
detuiied report on the future activities of the 
Setiat “committee and it is pleasing. to. learn 
Ghats Ledies’ Auxillary has been. f the 
pear bers being Mrs. Williams (@ARW).. ‘Mrs. 
Wilson” GAGO), and Mrs. Hickin ZACH). 
‘These ladies will’ need all the assistance others 
Gan give, so we suggest that anyone interested 
Sri “Contact the ‘Committee. 

‘The lecturer, for the evening, C. Bardwell, 
although he hed only just arrived from Mel: 
Boumein'“time. for’ the meeting, took the 
postrum and delivered an extremely interesting 
Tecture on the “Development of Marine Trans= 
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mitters.” Ces traced the evolution of Marine 
Communications since about 1914"in an ex= 
fremely capable ‘manner and dealt in’ detail 
with. the many systems which had been ‘used 
Pointing out their advantages and disadvantages, 
ides were Used extensively to illustrate the 
Iecture, “and finally @ hearty vote of thanks 
Was proffered to. the lecturer in recognition of 
his fine efforts, ‘This vote of thanks was moved 
Mime NSW. Amsteur Radio Co-opera 
i witeur Radio tive Ltd, 
has got away tova fine start, and the meeting 
authorised. the N.S.W. Division to take up 190 
Blocks of shares in the Co-operative, this de- 
cision. was unanimous. All members ‘are asieed 
fo contribute, the sooner the money necessary 
If received, then the sooner will the objectives 
ot ‘the Co-operative become a reality, to the 
Benest of all members, city and country alike. 
"The. meeting closed ‘at nearly ‘Il pan. and 
concluded out-on the steps in the usual manner. 


ANNUAL HAMFEST 


‘The next day, Saturday, 29th January, was 
the date set for the 1955 Annual Hamfest, the 
Jocation being again at the R.A.S. General 
Office building at the Showground. A tx was 
installed during the forenoon by Lt. Com. Gi 
‘Thrum, 2ANP, and was operating tll nig! 
‘on 9 p.m, on 80, 40 and 20 mx and made many 
Successful contacts. For those interested, the 
antenna was a random length of wire held up 
by one of the nearby stands. Registration and 
a general get-together took place from 1.30 
P.m. and from the outset it was noticed that 
there was a goodly crowd of Amateurs in 
attendance, the final figure was approx. 100. 
‘Owing tothe unforeseen absence of the first 
‘speaker for the day, five lecturettes were given, 
by various members and the prize for the Dest 
lecturette was awarded to Barry White; he 
Fecelved a microphone donated by 3ML, 
Following was a series of lectures given by 
members of the Police, Army and Air Force on 
the Rescue and Intelligence Emergency Centre 
and Organisation. Wing Com. Pickard. pointed 
gut his particular organisation ted in with 
the whole scheme and further illustrated how 
valuable was the assistance rendered by Am- 
Ateurs in times of emergency. He was followed 
by Supt. McAuley who gave a most detailed 
and interesting discourse on the whole organ- 
isation, what it was formed for, what it does 
‘and what it hoped to achieve with the assist= 
ance rendered by Amateur Radio in the past, 
He stressed. that messages should not at any 
time be sent unless authorised by the local 
Police and gave illustration of the chaos and 
duplication which can be caused in this manner. 


‘The following speaker, Major Cox, also spoke 
of his part in the scheme of things’ as did Sgt. 
Glasscock, of the Police Dept., and added that 
in areas where crystals have been deposited at 
the local Police Siation, that any Amateur can 
apply to have those crystals for the purpose 
of tests with VKG and VKG3 on Sunday at 
$ am. to 11 a.m. All local Police authorities 
have received instructions on this matter and 
will be only too pleased to co-operate with 
the Amateurs in the strategic areas. Fit. Sgt. 
Frank ‘Hine, 2QU, wound up, the lectures, on 
this matter’ and ‘nally the President thanked 
all’ participants for their attendance and the 
interesting material they had given. A tape 
of this was made and will be forwarded on 
the country circult in the near future. All are 
urged to hear it and comments will be appre- 
elated by the Council. 

Following de-modulation of an 18-watter, a 
Dutch auction was held resulting in a win ‘by 
EL. of a 2E25. “A number of competitions were 
held during the afternoon, resulting in prizes 
Being won by 2PN, 28Q, 2B, 2AHA. ZACD, 
JAAB, 28G, 2Q8,'2MB ‘and 2vW. A’ prize 
donated for the Amateur who had travelled 
the greatest distance was won by WSEYJ. 
‘The Ladies’ Committee had of course been in 
operation all afternoon attending to the needs 
of the inner man, and it appeared that there 
was a never ending supply of cakes, sandwiches 
and cups of tea. Our thanks go out to Mrs. 
Burke, Mrs. Corbin, Mrs. Williams and Mrs. 
Walters for their efforts, as do the thanks of 
all go to Don 2ASW and Leon 2AO3 for their 
Ureless efforts in the dispensary of the 18- 
watters. 

‘A further lecture was given on Antenna 
Matching by Bob Winch, 20A, and following 
further activities in the form of'a Dutch auction 
‘and Pick-A-Box, films were shown and the 
Convention concluded at a late hour. 

Further thanks are made by the Council and 
members, to all) who, played a ‘part in the 
‘organisation, and possibly we may be peri 
to-single out, apart from those mentioned pre- 
viously, 2¥B, ZAWQ, 2EL and our compere, 
Ray 2ARW. 


SOUTH WEST ZONE 

Zone Officer Jim 2AJO, of Coolamon, was of 
course in the big smoke for the Hamfest and 
passed these notes along for the zone. The 


main items of interest this month hag been the 
Xmas and Social held at Grimth on 
14/12/54. "No visitors from other zones or the 
city were present, but the OMs, XY¥Ls and YLs, 
{o say nothing of the small fry, had a really 
good time. 

"A further new call is current in the zone— 
2CS, Evan Savage, located at Griffith. 2450 
and’ family ‘are holidaying at Watrawong, the 
domicile of Eric 2D¥ and Peggy. Stewart 2PL, 
Lila ‘and. family are also holidaying at. Wool- 
ongong, so it appears that a miniature Hamfest 
is taking place. Lyn 2AQE, of Coolamon, has 
moved QTH to Wagga; Lyn reports however 
that it will be some thine before he is active 
from the fair city as house building takes 
priority. Zone representatives to visit the Con- 
Yention will be 2AJO, 2PL, 2AXO, Assoc, Bruce 
Fleck, 289, 2AQF, and PN. 

During the month the Tumut gang had a 
visit from 2APQ and 2HO™ who made some 
contact from the Tumut area, both on their 
way to Mt. Kosciusko and ‘return, \ stations 
operating at the time included 2ZAA, 25Q, 
2PN and 2HO. Let us hope that before long the 
QRN will abate ‘on 80 metres so that the zone 
Fagchew will again be in operation, 


NORTH COAST AND TABLELANDS ZONE 

Zone Officer Noel 2AHH reports a little news 
from his area. SUF was recently visiting Taree, 
while Jack 2ADT has been touring and took 
in Muswellbrook, Neweastie and. Sydney prior 
to the return to Inverell. Incidentally, Jack 
now has‘ shack at Urunga, so no doubt will 
be spending quite a lot of his time by the pea, 
Crieff 2X0, who now ‘resides at Coffs Hare 
Dour, is holidaying, but we have no reports 
of his movements, ‘fed 2AVG has moved agatn, 
is now located at Port Macquarie. We do not 
know whether he 1s on the alr, but all. inter= 
ested are requested to contact ‘Ted or 2ANIT 
in order to book accommodation for the Urunga, 
Convention at Easter. It is imperative that this 
accommodation is booked as eatly as possible 

the organisers must have a reasonably good 
idea of the numbers to be expected, Ag yet 
I do not have any details of the programme 
to hand (please note Ted), but we could sug- 
gest that you bring along’ a two mx snooper 
as there will be competitions along those Jines, 
So, turn up in your hundreds, bring the X¥Ly 
YE and the kiddies; all are ‘assured of a full 
and enjoyable Easter. Don't worry about the 
Pacific Highway as it is quite OK, ask 2AHIT 
he was through this way last month, 

George 2AUR no sooner got his call than 
he moved to Sydney; he is located at Denistone 
and operates very regularly on 7 and. 14. Mc. 
Alan 2ASO is now in the big smoke and i a 
P.M.G. monitor at Middle Head, lives at Cam= 


meray. 
HUNTER BRANCH 

From Les 2AOR comes the month's news. 
The monthly meeting of the Branch was. held 
at the Tighes Hill Technical School on 14/1/35, 
21 members and associates being present, A. 
notable visitor present was OHINY. Jim 2AHT, 
a new member, was welcomed by ihe President 
Lionel Swain, SCS. A very interesting silm was 
screened, “Pipeline to the Clouds,” and. this 
in turn ‘was followed by a lecture by Angus 
21Q, who spoke on “Some Fundamental As= 
pecis “of Antennae,” ‘This lecture, delivered 
in Angus’ inimitable style, provoked’ much dis~ 
cussion and many questions were asked of the 
lecturer. 

‘Jim 2ZC attended the “Radio Founders’ Day” 
outing to Glenlawn Dam as the Hunter Branch 
Fepresentative. Associate Rodney Prout, who 4s 
also the very able Branch projectionist, sat for 
his A.O.C.P. recently and all hope the results 
are favourable to him, Ron 2A8J, who, owing 
to medical advice has to maintain another three 
‘months’ silence, in a letter sends the following 
fnformation. Jack Hamilton. visits. Ron each 
Tuesday to act as Ron's second operator. BERS- 
195 was in Neweastle recently as were 2ADT 
and X¥YL and paid a visit to Ron as well as 
other shacks. Mr. Charters also visited Ron 
fon behalf of Jim 2AJO. 

‘Six members of the- Hunter Branch made 
the “trip to Sydney for the Hamfest, 2AHA, 
2AHT, associates Gordon Sutherland and Dave 
Ellesiey, and 2AOR. Dave acted as Hunter 
Branch representative at the general meeting 
on the Friday night. 

‘The next meeting of the Hunter Branch will 
be held on ith March, 1955, at 6 p.m., the 
location, being the Tighes Hill Technical’ Col- 
lege. The lecturer for the night will be de- 


Tn addition, listen 
for ZAWX each Monday at 8 p.m. on’ about 
7088 Ke. for news of the Hunter Branch doings. 


METROPOLIS 

Apparently nothing has been occurring in 
this area, as we have not received any reports 
this month. No doubt many were recovering 
from the activities at the Showground. 2ABO 
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A Complete Range 


“ACOS” CRYSTAL MICROPHONES 
and MICROPHONE INSERTS 


For Every Purpose 


Housed in attractive plastic case, this Mic- 
rophone is ideal for home recording and 
public address, ete. Response unexcelled 
for its size and price. The performance is 
not affected by vibration, shock or low fre- 
quency wind noise. Omnidirectional fre- 
quency response substantially flat from 30 
to 7000 c.p.s. Recommended load resistance 
not less than 1 megohm dependent on 
low frequency response. Can be supplied 
complete with switch and floor stand 
adaptor as required at a small extra cost. 


MIC 36 


£6/18/6 


Designed to meet even the most exacting re- 
quirements, this Microphone incorporates the 
world famous floating crystal sound cell con- 
struction. Its special characteristics are that its 
fine performance is not affected by vibration or 
shock, The fidelity is not impaired by low fre- 
quency wind noise. 
SPECIFICATION 
Recommended load resistance—not less than 1 
megohm. 
Output level —65 db ref. 1 volt/dyne/cm?, 
Frequency response—substantially flat from 30 
c.p.s. to 10,000 c.p.s. 
Directivity—non-directional. 
Size—2)” spherical diameter. 
Connector—Standard international 3-pin. 


MIC 16 


£24/19/6 


MIC 35 The MIC 35, undoubtedly the best 
value ever offered, is ideal for amat 
eur transmitters, public address, etc. 
Housed in an attractive die-cast case, 
it features a high sensitivity and sub- 
stantially flat characteristics. Provid- 
ed with a built-in shunt resistance of 
2 megohms, it will, when connected to 
the grid of the input valve, give a 


£2/15/- 
substantially flat response from 50 to 5000 cps. 
‘SPECIFICATION 
Output level: —55 db ref. 1 volt/dyne/cm?. 
Cable—approx. 4 ft. of co-axial supplied. 
Weight—6 ozs. unpacked, 7 ozs. packed. 


This omni-directional Microphone is robust in 
construction, with a pleasing appearance. Vibra~ 
tion, shock or low frequency wind noise will not 
affect the performance. The low frequency cut- 
off is dependent on the load resistance. The cut- 
off is given by the quotation, F = 80 -- R, where 
F = cps, R = megohms, An adaptor (floor 
mounting) is available at low extra cost. 
SPECIFICATION 
Output level = —50 db ref. 1 volt/dyne/em?. 
Output impedance—equivalent to approximately 
0,002 uF. (0.8 megohm at 100 cycles). 
Frequency response—substantially flat from 40 
to 6000 c.p.s. 
Recommended load resistance—not less than 1 £9/18/6 
megohm, dependent on low frequency response. 


MIC 22 


MIC 28 Designed to give freedom of movement, this 

Microphone is small and non-directional. 
Housed in a soft moulded rubber case, which 
gives protection against shock, it is provided 
with a pin at the rear of the case for pinning 


to the lapel. 
SPECIFICATION 

Output level—approx. —55 db ref. 1 volt/ 

dyne/cm?. 
Recommended load resistance—5 megohms, 
Frequency response—level throughout the 

whole of the audible spectrum. 
Capacity—0.0015 uF. at 1000 c.p.s. 
Impedance—100,000 ohms at 1000 cps. 
£5/19/6 Cord—6 ft. shielded cable. 

Size—1-9/16" wide x 24” long x §” thick. 


This Microphone has been designed 
for the high quality public address 
and home recording field. High sen- 
sitivity and flat characteristics are 
obtained by a specially designed 
acoustic filter. Housed in an attractive 
plastic case with an unexcelled re- 
sponse for its size and price. Un- 
affected by vibration, shock or low 
frequency wind noise. Omni-direc- 
tional frequency response substan- 


Dimensions—microphone only 2{” x 24” x 3” tially flat from 30 to 7000 cps. £6/18/6 
MICROPHONE 
INSERTS CRYSTAL MICROPHONE INSERTS 
gaits ‘These inserts are available in varying sizes ranging from as small SOO 


as 15/16” square to 1-13/16” round, with various thicknesses from 
7/32" to 9/16". Suitable for every purpose such as hearing aids, 
public address, tape recording, amateur broadcasting, etc., they have 
responses from 2250 c.p.s. to 3500 c.p.s. at 5 db to 30 db. Insert can 
be supplied with or without 10 meg. resistor as required. 

MIC 32 insert, £2/15/6; all others, £1/19/6. 


peiaaea 


EXCLUSIVE AGENTS: 


MPLION (A°SIA) PTY. UD. |= 


(MIC 23 illustrated) 
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i better in health again, and will be heard 
always bawling out, with ‘the assistance of Alf 
2AVI. 2A5L is now in new location and get- 
ting settled in; Bill does a lot of listening on 
14 Me. and gets a few contacts with 80K, who 
will be in Aussie in a_few weeks on furlough. 
Another one to visit Sydney is 3DB who will 
be here by the time you read these notes. 
2FA is well again and has the x to his lik- 
ing, still reaches out to the nethermost parts, 
only worked a TF recently at 9 p.m.—must 
have a good beam! 2ACD also gets out with 
the same type of beam, 2AAB now has super- 
for_ modulation on account of the new mike. 
2APT, 21X, 2AEK, 2QP, 2NJ and others natter 
nightly, Jim 2AEK is so sick of it he gets on 
‘Another one 
‘knew the bug 


would bite harder Harry. 

2GE is putting a nice bit of rf. out now, will 
be another one for DX soon. 31D in between 
feeds of sea food is heard again on 14 Me. 
but does most of it on 21 Me. Lots of ealls in 
this ‘area have not been heard ‘of late. 2ACI 
is very busy but gets on occasionally. 2AGW 
has had trouble, but the worst is over we hope, 
2IP ‘enjoying his retirement, drives around 
Dit but is having a poor year all round what 
with the tennis, cricket and all that. 2ACH 
is now on,7 Mc.; nice to hear you, Harry, 2AFE 
busy on 21 Me. still, 2AQH doing very well 
also on that band as is his next door nelgh- 
hour, 2AKV. 2AZN has a very fine home de- 
signed rx nearly finished; his cobber 2FM is 
holidaying at Macksville. 2ACN heard several 
nights a week now, as is 2ADL—traps per- 
miltling. 20Q. doing nicely with the beam, 
2AYH had a visitor recently, 2APS from Tam- 
worth, “who was bemoaning that he never 
heard’ the ‘Sydney stations; couple of nights 
‘after his return home, the short skip was in 
to Tamworth, wouldn't it? 


VICTORIA 


In reply to many requests, mainly from VKS, 
I'm again spending time which I can ill afford 
to run off a few notes for this month. 

‘The February meeting of the largest and best 
Division in the Commonwealth was held in the 
‘usual place to the usual gathering on the second 
of the month. After opening the meeting, the 
President handed the meeting to Syd JASC, 


u 
present envied the assortment of tools Syd pro- 
Bueed. ‘Tisn't everybody who can run to more 
than one screwdriver, one pair” of pila 
foldering (ron and ‘Mum's. slasors. - Sy 
Dected to give another talle later in’ the year 
When he will go. a step further and, discuss 
power tools, He will then be way out of my 
Glass, Here’ is where T take up trains, “After 
4 hearty ‘vote of thanks, the meeting adjourned 
to ‘pay homage to Lady Nicotine. 

‘On resuming activities for the evening, B. 
Bond, $ABX; G. Sutherland, SZAA; M. Wil 
Tiamf, 3ZAW; and C. Taylor ‘were admitted as 
Members of the Division, Welcome. gentlemen 
and please come to the meetings every month. 

‘A sub-committee has been formed to look 
after our. affairs during the Olympic Games. 
SAHH and 3TE at present comprise the mem- 
bers of this committee, No doubt in time it 
Will be expanded, $0 if you can spare a little 
Yme, keep them in mind and offer your help. 

Some little time was spent deciding the pro- 
gramme for the next meeting. First it was to 
fora" Swap. Night, then a. Picture Night when 
the YLs, XYLs and families would come along. 
‘Then somebody, suggested ‘that we have 
gn the’ same nig. ‘Some wag was ait in favgur. 
He promised to. bring his in and swap her 
Mor what T did not learn, but his offer clinched 
The argument... No Swap Night! In short, 
bring "your family to see “Blue Ice," a film 
taken in the “Antarctica, 

‘Many thanks to the chap that bemoaned the 
fact that meetings do not get enough advance 
publicity in. these columns, Well fellows, 1 get 
fy Information. from the same place as. you— 
Vow on a Sunday morning—if 1 feel like 
Gragging myself out of bed to. listen to the 
SNews for country members and s.w.l's. ‘To 
elaborate, 1 usually go back to bed after listen- 
{ng to VK2WI, I feel sorry for the chap who 
has to write the script for VKSWI, but surely 
after 35 brondeasts everybody Knows the Call 
Book is available at the rooms, etc., etc. What! 
You didn't? Well you know now. 

Sust to prove I do hear the broadcast 
occasionally, i heard that moves are afoot to 
form a HiFi Group within the Division. 
{fecal the editors. of a prominent 
Journal deprecating the trend. of the 
Enthusiasts to audio and I'm with ‘em, 
fee it, you're more likely to woo your trans- 
mitting members to the audio ranks than the 
audio ranks to us. After all, ‘most of them 
know next to nothing of the ‘technical aspect 
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of the business. Their theory—if it costs more, 
it must be better. If you doubt me, get amongst 
‘3 few of them like T did. 

Can see I'd better soft pedal a bit or I'll be 
bucking authority again and will cop a letter 
written on stiff paper. After all, if T stick my 
heck out often enough the axe must fall. Just 
to show that I'm not always again Council, T 
Support the idea of a Papua-New Guinea Div- 
ision whether they have 25 or 250. members, 
‘The main thing is to have them in the W.LA. 
Good for you fellows for wanting to be in it. 

By the time this hits print we will have 
a week to the National Field Day, For those 
not going portable, put the rig on the air and 
Bive the portables Some encouragement. 


NORTH EASTERN ZONE 

‘The dogs bark and they say that Peter SAPF. 
is temporarily losing interest in Radio, but 
should return in due course. However,” Ken 
SKR is keeping up his Radio, although nelther 
he nor Lex 3AIL have had much luck on the 
DX. Col 3WQ is throwing in a little gardening 
‘as well. Although Vic 3ABX has not been seen 
Intely, Hugh SAHF is about in good form, but 
Jack ‘SPF is probably not able to go beyond 
the VL3QB net. Opportunity has not been made 
to contact our ‘Wangaratta contingent—Jim 
JK, Howard 3YV, and Jack 3AKC. Henry 
SHP' has been busy’ working on his Rural Fire 
Brigade net, and Des 3BP has got quite an 
array of aerials now, but Ron 3AQG has not 
been accurately tracked this time. 

Coming over to Shepparton, Associate Jim 
Muntz, of Nathalia, was recommended to con- 
tact Les SALE for’ some good practical advice 
on his construction problems. Johnny 3ACK, 
Murray ‘SHZ and Brian SASF have not been, 
heard of recently, and, no doubt, Alex 3AT 
has all his time earmarked these’ days. Alan 
SUI is going along with his constructional work, 
and Keith 3JC is building a new house, 60 
placed on his block to allow the erection of 
@ half-wave 80 mx antenna, Syd SCI has been 
having some more success on 2 mx at time 
of writing. George JGD had his place of busi- 
ness “burgled” recently. It is not known how 
Tom STS is getting along with 

Chas 3ACW has not been seen since he was 
spotted in Nagambie, and Des 3CO has been 
left in peace lately, ‘and probably Frank 3ZU 
is also bowling quietly along his way. One 
of the foundation members of our zone in the 
Post-war period. Dour Facey, is down in. the 
last call sign ainendments list as SDW, along 
with Doug who was listed as 71J. Qur Asso- 
clates Vern and Clarry in Cobram have also 
been left in peace, and up to the beginning 
of February Jim has not had any fires to fight. 
It ts unfortunate that it is so far to Tongala, 
because that is the home of Stan 3AGT. 


EASTERN ZONE 
‘There ts little in the way of Amateur activ- 
ity this month. It would appear that some of 
those who Were most eager to get their tickets 
a few years ago have now lost interest. If the 
notes on this zone appear a little brief, it 1s 
Because there is nothing much happening, or 
it it does, one does not hear of it. George 
3ABN was seen playing around with pumps, 
pibe-lines, etc.. Keeping the lotal cow  cockies 
appy: he ‘also says he hopes to get. back on 
the afr before long. Leo 38G was making bi 
plans for an 313, but they seem to have fizzl 
Out as he has not been on the air for months. 
I's about time we heard something from Bert 
SBB too, or are you too busy turning out 
Sausages’ these days? Jack SEK should have 
his ARSS in action before long and we expect 
him back on the bands grabbing the choice 
DX then. 


CENTRAL WESTERN ZONE 
Greetings, gentlemen, your worthy or un- 
worthy scribe, whichever you deem appropriate, 
Js this month none other than that bewhiskered 
fugitive from a barber's shop, VKIAC, who has 
been shedding much perspiration in the Wh 
mera heatwaves. Very sudden on the con- 
stitution after the cool sea breezes on Mac- 
quarie Island I can tell you. Anyway fellers, 
we had a mighty trip and I must take this 
opportunity of thanking all the zone members 
who so kindly kept in QSO with me during the 
year; it was certainly a first-class morale 
‘booster, with speci 
and 3AFO. 1 think 


hut enjoyed hearing the zone activities almost 
as much as myself. 

‘Unfortunately the ex-VKIAC rig is still in 
store at Melbourne, but have hopes of getting 
it here shortly, enabling me to join in the zone 
hook-ups signing 3IB once more. ‘This time 
Lubeck is only a temporary QTH and will be 
GSY to Dimboola about the middle of March. 

"The reason I was hauled into the Job of com- 
piling this month's notes is the fact that Bill 
SAKW has gone galavanting away on holidays 


on a sea trip to Sydney—iucky blighter. I'll 

you a lesson in hanging over the rail if 
ask me kindly Bill! Incidentally, Bill must 
be congratulated on being selected once again 
to represent the Country Week's Cricket Team 
in Melbourne. Harold 3AX has just returned 
from three weeks holiday in Melbourne, Not 
Very much news about the zone as we area 
littie out of touch with people at the moment, 
Was present at SAKW's during last week's 20 
mx hook-up, but apart from SDP and 3AKP 
at roll call, old man QRN seemed to have the 
upper hand. 

‘Byron STA had the misfortune to lose his new 
beam in a bad storm recently; tells me it was 
such a mess he just carted it to the local dump 
and tipped her in—rotten luck Byron, I now 
you put a lot of work into that beam too, 
‘anyway, don’t be too discouraged, that simple 
dipole used to put a pretty potent’ signal down. 
‘amongst the penguins. 

Funny story of the month. 1AC walking 
down main street in Horsham. Youngster leans 
gut of window ‘of parked ar _with the emir, 
“G'day Father Christmas!” Grrrr such is the 
price of fame! 


QUEENSLAND 


The attendance at the January meeting was 
very poor, and owing to the lack of a quorum, 
only the “business that was urgent was dealt 
with. The Institute is now using the downstairs 
hall so seating accommodation. is plentiful, 

When these notes reach you, we will be call- 
ing for nominations for Council, so please sub= 
mit your application duly signed, moved ‘and 
seconded, as we will be looking for new coun- 
Eilors: I Rave it/on good authority there wil 

a few of the old councillors not nom= 
inating this time. 

Remember! Early in April for the Annual 
General Meeting and Annual Dinner, so. keep 
it in mind and make your attendance at elther 
or both of these functions a certainty, We Will 
welcome those of you we have not seen in 


Years, 
The Contest Committee informs me 4SF and 
4PQ got certificates for thelr RD. scores and 
SW got a hott fear, being the Vis. who 
‘ored nearest to the average of all 1oxs polnts 
submitted by VK&-VKO. ma 

"April will be the month for the VK% Contest, 
‘The’ Aral prize being am open order for 4/a/* 
and holding the Shield for 12. months, which 4s 
At present held by VEAPQ, so whit say some 
competition for him this"year.” Second prize 
has ‘not ‘been decided, third” prize is three 
Sepin ceramic’ plug-in coil. formers, 

The rules are as last year, 1 point per con- 
tact, I contact per band per_ station, and. at 
Teast five contacts between any. two’ stations 
working again on another band.” Logs tobe in 
by the ‘sist May, ‘Official low sheets, would be 
appreciated. though ‘not a necessity. These cin 
be obtained from the Secretary at a nominal 
price of 6d. a dozen, 

Remember, we still, want your ideas for an 
Annual Convention, ‘To date We have had only 
two letters submitied and asa lot of thought 
will have to be put into st, the more ideas 
the: Better, 

‘This Division wishes to note the death of Mr, 
Herb Core, ex:VKAHC, who Was accidently 
Killed on 2th December’at Capalaba while male 
ing frequency measurements on. a. ix, "Herb, 
though a grandfather, was a relatively young 
Tan, being 47. He was an Acting Radio. Ine 
specior, and 
examination. “He. Telinguished his 
ficense some four years ago. 


TOWNSVILLE JOTTINGS 

A well attended meeting of the Townsville 
Amateur Radio Club was held at the residence 
of Graham 4BX on ‘Thursday, 13th January, 
and augurs well for the club this year. A 
welcome by ihe President 4RW was extended 
to Max Newell, ex-Woomera Radio Club; Bill 
‘Hanss, ex-VSIFD; Joe Hanran, ex-VKOJH; and 
Ray Bosanko, ali of whom were admitted to 
the club. 

‘The Secretary 4WH handed out forms for 
membership to W.LA. and it will not be long 
Before ail are active members of the Institute: 
Fee for this year was fixed at 10/- for all 
members, 

‘An apology was received from our guest 
speaker due to his sudden departure for Vie- 
Yorla on transfer. The Secretary has arranged 
for guest speakers for the next three months 
and promises more to follow, Ray Bosanko 
and Allan 4PS have offered the loan of tape 
Fecorders for play back of any taped lectures 
that may be received, so any club having 
material on tapes, we’ would be grateful for 
the use of seme and every care will be taken 
and postage both ways will be met. Please let 
the Secretary 4WH, or the President 4RW, know 
‘as we are often on the band. 
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ELECTRONIC Selected Items from our NEW RANGE of 


EQUIPMENT 


* Driver Type * Hi-Fidelity—Output hed 
Type SMS watts % Modulation Type 


000 ohms S.E. OF | Type M175—7.3—75 watts. 


%* Special Hi-Fi Output Type 
Plus or minus 1 db 20-10,000 e.p.s. 


See.: 7,100 ohms per side. 
Response: 200-7,000 eps. 


a ia 
Peanlenrrn dt fala ‘Type 92015 watts 207—15 watts. 
Eel oats FER aot TS ote FARM, TOT ame | 


PrP. 
500, 250, 196, 125, ee.: 508, 250, 
100 ohms, ‘and 100 ohms. | 


io half See. 


1.6 1. 
Response: 50-10,000 ¢. 


pe ] * Ultra Linear—Output Type 
. veer sponse all Impeu.t 

A & R ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT CO. PTY. LTD. asses pe ee 
10: 


378 ST. KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE, VIC. 
Details from these EXCLUSIVE A & R DISTRIBUTORS! 


MELBOURNE & VIC. SYDNEY — N.S.W. QUEENSLAND: 
J, He Magrath & Co, A. E, Harrold, 

by arlot - 
Home Pty. Ltd, 423 Charlotte St, Bris 
Radio Parts Ply. Ltd. 
Warburton Frank Ltd. WEST. AUS? 
‘TASMANIA: 

Homecrafts Pty. Lt Gerard & Goodman 1 A. J. Wyle Pty. Lid, 
Ho'bilsabewn SC, Hiobart foe" Hundle Sts Adelaide 1011 Hay St, Perth 


LOOK FOR TH 


Ey TAPE 


There's no red tape attached to delivery when you rely on 
Gerard and Goodman. Your requirements of tapes and reels 
are readily available, Write, or call in to the radio section 
for prompt attention. 


HANDY HINTS FOR TAPE RECORDING 


Write today and Gerard and Goodman Ltd. will send 
you a 16 page free booklet entitled “You don't have 
to be a recording expert.” 


Retail mail replies assured at:— 


GERARD & GOODMAN 
LIMITED 


192-196 RUNDLE STREET, ADELAIDE 


W 1541 
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Activity on the bands this month for DX 
has been very poor due to the erratic skip 
conditions prevailing. The far northern gang 
are trying to establish a 144 Me. link—Cairns 
to. Mareeba and Atherton. Also some of our 
members are trying to do the same between 
Townsville and Charters Towers as 50 Me. band 
was a washout on two Sundays recently when 
attempts were made between the two points. 

4EJ giving 21 Mc. away and now on the 
gentlemen's band. 4JH trying to hear sigs on 
50 Mc., but so far nothing doing; also trying to 
contact 4RW on 144 Me,, but no dice due to 
converter at ‘the latter's QTH not geeing 
Properly according to Joe, 4WH still’ gives 
Phone a go when no DX on c.w. 4BX now 
using his bandswitching Job with an fb. signal. 
4LR re-building his low powered rig—Sw. 4RU 
again promising to stage a comeback—another 
New Year's promise. 4EL not heard lately, 
must be due to-“Them Thar Hills.” 4RW has 
applied for N.Z.A.RT. W.AP. Award, phone 
&nd ¢.w. Quite a number of the other’ boys 
Still Inactive or at least not heard on the 
band.—4RW, 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


‘The monthly general meeting of the VKS 
Division (the Division that sets the pace) was 
held as usual in the clubrooms to a very repre- 
sentative gathering of members and. visitors. 
‘The guest speaker for the evening was Mr. 
Scott Little, SAF, who chose for his subject, 
“Macquarie Island.” As ex-1AF, he spoke with 
some authority on his’ subject. Scott took a 
‘wise angle on his talk, he did not make any 
attempt on a. technical’ discussion, but. merely. 
fave, is audience an interesting resume ‘on 
is activities during his sojourn on the island. 
Fonsessing a very dry wit and a real down-to- 
earth outlook on his subject, it naturally fol- 
Towed that he soon had the interest of his 
audience and held it right up to the finish of 
his enjoyable tall, 

‘The talk was illustrated with some interest- 
ing shots of the island and its inhabitants 
which ‘were projected on to the screen by the 
epeedi—eppledi—eppeediasco—well anyway they 
Were projected on to a screen by a gadget 
which added considerably to the overall inter- 
est of the talk, and the vote of thanks pro- 
posed, s9 ably By Brian SCA, ‘together’ with, the 
fong list of questions at the end of the talk, 
gave ample indication of just how well Scott 
put his share of the evening's entertainment 
over. 

‘Just in passing, I worked with Scott's father, 
Sammy ‘Little, in the old Central telephone 
exchange ‘quite a few years ago and it was 
Temarkable just how much likeness there wai 
between the voices of the two Littles. Several 
fimes “during the lecture 1 only had to close 
my eyes and listen to Scott, and I could have 
sworn that his father was in’ the room and tell- 
ing us one of his many Sunday School stories 
for which he was noted. Of course, I was too 
pure to listen! Pardon’ the digression, but I 
could not help alluding to the likeness, because 
it struck me so forcibly. 

‘There was very little general business for the 
evening, although Luke SLL did have a few 
words to say on the matter of the certificates 
being awarded to Council members for their 
services, and possibly these few words were 
the means of swaying the members to vote 
against the opinion of the ‘Council on this 
matter, which was that certificates were un- 
Hecessary, both from a financial and a personal 
angle. However this is all to the good, and I 
Would like to see more members get up on thelr 
feet at the meetings and have their say on 
all matters connected with thelr hobby. It 
Serves two purposes; one, that it shows a 
genuine interest in the business side of the 
monthly meetings, and two, that it does not 
permit the Council members’ to settle back into 
a state of complacency under the mistaken 
impression that because nobody gets up at the 
meeting and voices a different opinion, or per- 
haps criticism, that therefore Couneil is always 


right, 

‘At this point of the monthly notes I usually 
give the Ust of visitors present at the meeting, 
‘but unfortunately T lost mine and when T rang 
Gordon 5XU he did not have his list, and when 
Trang several others, they had also lost their 
Ust or in some cases had never had a list. 
‘This Is downright in-eficiency and I will have 
to shake them all up. 

‘Arthur 3AWO spent a few days at the cara 
van park of Kingston Park. I did not hear 
him on the air, but understand that he con- 
facted quite a few of the locals on 40 mx. 
Don SDX was another one heard on 40 mx 
from Aldinga, working portable recently. He 
was in contact with Luke SLL. when I heard 
him and his signal was cut of the bx consid- 
ering his power at the time. Luke SLL lost 
one of his poles in the recent big blow and 
a8 yet has not replaced it. Incidentally, OM, 
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1 was having a little skip with the kiddies at 
the Picnic and your X¥L joined in with me. 
When my feet became entangled with the 
and we were forced to stop, much 10 
annoyance of the sald kiddies, your XYL said 
to me, “That will get your fat down mate!” 
Would you be so kind as to point out to her 
that it is not fat—it is muscle, I repeat, muscle! 
Frank SLK will receive the 1954 award for 
the best hider of lights under bushells. My 
reason for saying this is because a little dicky 
bird tells me that he has been putting quite 
a lot of ‘his spare time in coaching candidates 
for the A.O.CP., with a deal of success, if all 
is to be believed. Nice work Frank, and I 
apologise for putting the spotlight of publicity 
on “your good deeds by stealth campaign,” 
but one hears so seldom of people doing some- 
thing for nothing, that I feel it merits publicity. 
Charlie SCR is not enjoying the best of health 
these days and we all hope that he will soon 
be on his feet again. The last time that I heard 
him was on 288 Mc. and he was saying then 
that he was feeling a bit off colour. Tast 
time that I contacted him was pre-war and 
was on 20 mx. Cheers Charlie and keep the 
old chin up. Quite a number of the old timers 
are thinking of you and often, 


SOUTH EAST AREAS 


‘The usual monthly meeting of the S.E. Areas 
was held on Thursday, 27th January, and there 
Was a good roll-up of members with only two 
Rbsentees—Claude SCH and John SJA. The prin 
ciple attraction for the night was of course the 
RD. Trophy which was well on display. and 
all those present were able to make a detailed 
inspection” as. well as photographing it from 
all angles, ‘The. meeting unanimously agreed 
that a. vote of thanks be passed to. the mem= 
bers of the VK6 Division for. forwarding the 
trophy. so. promptly for exhibition at Mount 
Gambier during its City Celebration ‘Week, 
and whilst on this subject, it was on view all 
the Week ina" window ‘of one of the ‘local 
stores, arousing much interest and comment, 
together with ‘favourable publicity for the grand 
hobby. of Amateur Radio, 

‘John SFD brought along to the meeting an 
ALW.A. “small boat. tc and rx which it wax 
proposed to use with the Robe fishing fleet. “He 
Rave a detailed description of this. interesting 
Piece ‘of eauipment and at ‘the conclusion ‘of 

swell enjoyed talk, the third most important 
Mem of the meeting’ was brought forward—to 
Wit, supper. This item was despatched in record 
ime and as usual finished up as an exciting 
Face between Col SCJ and Stuart §MS to see 
just which one would have the last. plece of 
Strawberry. cake with the most strawberries 
adhering to it. Excuse me for a moment, T 
have to go outside, ever since the Xmas mect- 
ing. the ‘words strawberry cake affect. me. in 
a peculiar ‘manner, ‘The meeting continued 
unti all present became hoarse, and’ finally 
Closed down at an hour when. all good people 
lire fast asleep, tucked up in thelr’ couches of 
Virtues. Most of those present having no couch, 
and no virtue, were not dismayed at the late: 
ness of the hourll 

STW. has very little to report on his doings 
on the air this month although he was heard 
fon_the unmentionable band occasionally. ‘Tom 
appeared at the meeting carrying undisputed 
evidence of his trip to Portland and appeared 
fo have been out in the sun to good effect. BMS 
has managed to Keep his skeds on 40 and 20 
mx, but band conditions have reached an ail- 
time high this. month and this, coupled. with 
the fact that Stuart has been busy with the 
Amateur Radio publicity ‘side of Celebration 
Week, meant that he had very little time for 
DX. cr what have you. 

SKU reports that he has finally recovered from 
the visit of the stork and that the new arrival 
js doing extra well. There is no. doubt about 
it Erg, we fathers ‘have to go through a Jot, 
although for some reason or other all doctors 
claim that they have never lost a father, yell 
Ws our fortitude and ability to suffer pain in 
Silence that accounts for it I think. Don't show 
this to your XYL, Erg! She might give a 
sneering laugh like’ mine did when she read st, 
it reminded. me of a hungry crocodile which 
had just finished sharpening iis teeth. Fairly 
gruesome, I can tell you. 

SCH has been somewhat on the sick list this 
month and ‘has only been ‘able to do alittle 
work on his new shack. Claude has been heard 
bn the unmentionable band once or twice also, 
But has not been feeling much like radio. Hops 
all is well Claude. SCH is planning some build- 
ing work, the nature of which is still in the 
secret and drawing board stage as yet. How= 
Gver Col is something like me, very slow to 
Stort, but brother, when we siart, we never 
know when fo stop!” Of course our XYLs will 
tell you different, but don't take any notice 
of that, they see things through thelr hearts, 
Whereas we see things ‘through our heads. 
Whoops! T-can't see, something just hit me 
on the scone! 


Quite a Jot of trafic passed through Mount 
Gambier this ‘month including Charlle SAUP 
and family, Koy SND. and family, the XY 
of Jack SIP snd her brother-in-law Bill 3BL, 
Ray SATN and YL, and ZLAJA and ZLAMY. 
‘The inst mentioned’ boys are on % hitch-hike 
tour of VE and really felt important when they 
hit Mount Gambier ‘and found the City Band, 
the Governor, the Mayor, and a welcoming com: 
multtee lined up apparentiy to greet them, How- 
ever they were soon deflated ‘When they woke 
Up that it was ‘all beause of the Celebration 
Week festivities. It goes without saying. that 
Bilof ‘these visitors ‘found’ their. way to ‘the 
Qrif of Stuart SMS and were given their share 
Sf the famous South “East hospitality. Fancy 
Raving all those V3 in the same area at the 
same time, all it would want would be Pincott 
fo bob up’ and Mount Gambler's cup of misery 
Would be full to overflowing. What am Tsay 
Ing? I'was President of that Division once. “Ail 
Tight Barbler, sit down, I'can prove it. 1 will 
Bamit it was’ not for long, ‘but you can't fake 
i"away ‘from me. ‘The only member of the 
W.LA. that has been President of two Divisions 
at the same time. That's me, and proud of itt 

‘A Visitor to the SE. meeting this month waa 
Brian SZAB who has’a steel tower 80 feet 
{nthe air, a 822, and lots of enthusianm, He 40 
hopeful. st’ contacting distant’ places. on' the 
unmentionable band." He also passed on the 
Information that Wally’ SBP now hat anew 
"ish" adystone ‘rx and hopes to be” more 
active in the future. 

councn, 

Two members of the, present VKS Council 
gid ‘ot seek re-election for next year, but aside 
from this change the sct-up will be’ the same 
in 'VKS for the coming year. Once again no 
Rew nominations were received from the mem- 
bership and therefore st is 10 be assumed that 
the present members of the Council are eatisty= 
ing “the VES" Division. Whilst this state of 
Affairs may be quite OK on paper, it Js some= 
What a disappointing outlook for the future of 
the Division on the executive side, ‘The present 
Council contains "ne newcomer’ to” “Amateur 
Radio and has been that way for many years, 
I''sald ‘recently to Doc SMD, “Don't you ever 
fet tired of being on the Cotneil?"” THis answer 
{e'me sums up the position. perfectiy, “Quite 
often, but where “can the replacement come 
from: nobody seems. interested.” 

We used to have a simple way ‘of recrulting 
new members to the Council; if anybody stood 
Up at the meeting more than once and had 
Fomething to say, we Used to gra him and 
talk him'into the’ Council. Nowadays they ‘are 
too shrewd. they don't even get up and speak, 
possibly they are a wake-up. 

"The two members to reali, from the Council 
were Charlie SON, who wat handling ‘the Div= 
Infonal station SWi, and. Joe 5/0, who has been 
an active worker for VES for more years thn 
T'eare to remember. We are sorry to tose. these 
two solid workers fram the Council, but ‘realise 
that home responsibilities in the case of Charlle, 
and, a desire to get_among the boys at the 
Meetings inthe ease of Joe, must be accepted, 
Both greed Yo help’ Council if at anytime 
thelr services should be required for small Jobs, 
Which is at least better than was at “frst 
thought. 

Talking of Councils and Committees, reminds 
me that the following ‘will comprise the mem= 
bers. of the Advisory” Committee for “1998: 
Dougal sB¥. Clem SGL, Howard SXA, Brian 
SCA, "Cec SCD and Scott SAF. All th alla 
Zood selection, and-one that will temper judg- 
Frent with understanding and.common gente, 
which ‘after ai is all that the average Amateur 
thks in his. Advisory Committee, 

‘Stil talking. of Counells, even if you are not 
listening, I" cannot help” but notice the good 
fellowehin and even tempered stmosphere ‘that 
exists in the VKS Councll these days, 1 am not 
Stgeesting that. previous Councils Were not the 
Same, but at the moment even those. warriors 
Sf general meetings of two or three years ao, 
Sack S3D_ and. Warwick SBS, ‘never ‘even a6 
much as casta dirty look at cach other across 
the Council table these days. ‘In fact ‘Doc SMD 
Was heard to say at a Tecent meeting that it 
Was a wonder that ‘these. two did not kiss each, 
dther when. they met. Be tat as- it may. T 
ean only say that still waters run deep, although 
fhe Hon ts been now to lay” down’ with the 

mm, even if the lamb Kept his engine 1alin 
in top, Just in casel! Hee eine 


WOOMERA RADIO CLUB 

Due to the Xmas season very ttle activit 
hasbeen reported trom. the Woomera, district 
and with most of the members of the Woomera 
Radio Club being sbsent on their annual hole 
Says, the club station har been in’ a decided 
Snactive ‘state. 

ay SFF has been down jn clvilisation for a 
while and has enloved quite « number" of ine 
teresting “contacte’ with ‘the’ local "boy's about 
iowa, this is the frst time that he has had 
an" opportunity ‘to operate ‘his own rig" trom 
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his own quiet corner of the world and finds it 
a lot different from having to go to the club- 
Tooms whenever he wanted to get airborne. 
Ray's elght-cylinder bomb, “Leaping Lena,” is 
running sweeter than ever these days and he 
is considering putting a clamp tube on her. 
John Gluyas has taken a brush and a couple 
Zallons of paint to his R115$ and it is almost 
Feady to hear those CTi signals that Ray 
wonke, Tt is suggested that if looks more lke 
a fire extinguisher than anything else! 

Len 50C, who was the first President of the 
Club, and’ is now domiciled in the city of 
virtue, received at the general meeting from 
Ron SFY a super-special ash tray, with a 
back-to-front ratio, suitably inscribed from 
Woomera Club members. Glad to hear it Len, 
TIike to hear of good work being appreciated. 
Ron SFY, the genial Secretary of the Club, has 
been down to the city and has been spending 
some of his time_at his old stamping ground, 
to wit, Gawler. He tells me that he was glad 
to meet all the boys at the meeting and his 
portable rig admirably served the purpose for 
Which it was built, enabling him to have some 
good contacts with his old ‘mates Les SAX and 
Compton SEF. 

Just prior to Xmas there was a gathering of 
the Gawler Net (SAX, SEF and 5FY) at the 
shack of Compton SEF, and great was the ear- 
Dashing thereof. Arising out of this gathering 
Tam pleased to report that SEF is more than 
satisfled with his W filter, it is working better 
than expected, he hasn't worked one yet, and 
this coupled. ‘with ‘the fact that Compton 1s 
having a little trouble in resonating his beam 
(when the reflector is organised the director 
ig not, and. vive-voce—commonly known as 
push-pull), then it can be seen that his sense 
Of satisfaction wants looking into, or do they 
ler? SAX, better known 


his 
|. oscillator ‘working extremely well 
itting in @ good signal in quite a lot 
places, It's rumoured that a new antenna 
ig to be erected at King Street, which will be 
the antenna to end all antennae. ‘tg where 
Tcame in, 80 1 think that I will go out again. 


ANNUAL PICNIC 

‘The Annual Pienic of the VK5 Division was 
held last month at the Birwood Oval and over 
a hundred of the local boys, thelr XYLs, their 
harmonics and visitors turned up ‘despite the 
threatening look of the weather in the morning. 
‘The afternoon turned out a winner and a very 
enjoyable time was had by all. 

1 did intend to write a little about the Picnic, 
but ‘time caught up with me this month and 
T'am afraid that we will have to rely on the 
dear editor to five us a little space in next 
month's magazine for a short(1) description of 
the grudge crleket match between the c.w. 
men and thelr natural enemies, the phone men. 

Joe 5JO, together with his XYL, his mother, 
his sons and. daughters, and. their’ boy friends, 
all. worked flat out to make the Picnic the 
Success that it undoubtedly was, and. Frank 
5MZ, Gordon SXU, Luke SLL and’ many others 
did thelr best to entertain the XYLs and har- 
monles, for whom the Picnic ‘was really in- 
fended, ‘This was the first Picnic that I have 
been able to attend and I can truthfully say 
that I'am sorry that I missed the others, and 
I, in, company. with all’ those who attended, 
will be looking eagerly forward to the next, 
and what better praise can you get than that. 

‘Just in closing for the month, in case that 
Pincott has been pumping the locals. ‘The ball 
that Les 5AX bowled that shattered my wicket 
in. the cricket match was deliberately bowled 
straight at the wicket. Can you get anything 
lower than that? 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


At the January meeting of the Division, those 
present were treated to interesting discussions 
on two widely divergent subjects—namely, “The 
Construction and Operation of the Collins 32V3 
‘Transmitter.” by ‘Tom 6MK, and “The Evolution 
of the Modern Hearing Aid,” by Mr. Murray, 
of a city. firm, 

"Tom's Subject was one of great topical inter- 
est and the tx on display aroused a deal of 
comment, especially on the way in which the 
whole thing was compressed into one small 
cabinet, Mr. Murray's talk included the demon- 
stration of several hearing aids up to the type 
incorporating transistors, which were really Te- 
markable for their compact construction and 
low battery consumption. A far ery from the 
first electrical type of ald invented in the late 
19th ‘century which, as he calmly announced, 
‘weighed a mere 2200 Ibs! A portable type later 
produced war “copable of being easily ‘carried 

3¥ any able bodied person,” so said the manu- 
facturer. It welghed 500 Ibs! A hearty vote of 
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‘thanks to the speakers was moved by 6GH and 
carried with scclamation. z 

"A new call heard on the 7 Mc. band has been 
SKL from Byford, with a good signal. Noticed 
the call sign of Bill Woodley, 6DJ, cancelled in 
a recent list. Conditions got the better of you 
OM?  6VK, of Northam, ‘was a new member 
welcomed ‘at the January meeting. Vic had 
made the trip down especially for the evening. 
Another application form seen recently was 
from 6JR, of Kellerberrin. Though not heard 
gn the ‘bands as yet, he has been licensed for 
some time. 

"A strange voice of 7 Mc. one Sunday morn- 
ing turned out to be Harry 6ZZ stoking up the 
rig again and getting out well to 6KJ, of 
Albany. GRU now sports a fine new beam array 
for 14, 21 and 28 Mc. Saw a photograph of it 
taken by floodlight at night, and it certainly 
shows that that is the only way to take photos 
of any array. Every detail stands out in the 


gear Ray, as 


they tell me conditions are on the improve, 


6BO has been dashing about the south-west 
lately, Iast showed up in Bunbury where the 
gang were due for a visit, Believe 6OR’s tower 
as now resumed, a vertical 
aid of a jack and muc! ‘and pulling. 
GKO" was contacted recent 

‘What's this T hear about 3.5. Mo. 


first time. 


Feqults. Using an 6 ft. whip and 
Q80ed a'G on 14M *e 


‘off ‘an article for the 
magazine. EH has been tied up with chess— 
of all things—but 1s still promising that article 
for “AR.” Best you do something about ft 
before the Editor gets to hear of it Ted! ‘Tis 
rumoured via Associate Kevin  Bickwell that 
‘Tom 6BP is gradually moving towards activity 
again. Conditions must be on the up grade— 
heard 6WZ and GEL on 40 mx on morn- 
ing! ‘Two Geraldton stations on at once! WT 
has had a few air tests with his new modulator 
and 100w., but has had a bit of bad luck with 
‘a modulation transformer that greedily absorbs 
Power. 


TASMANIA 


‘The February general mieeting was held as 
usual at ‘the clubrooms and was very well at- 
nded. Bob 70M was in the chair in the 


evening was very ably delivered by Bill TY¥ 
‘on the subject, “Wartime Coast Watchers.” 
Business for the evening was mainly on the 
subject of the coming Annual General Meeting 
and Dinner, the arrangements for which are 
being handied by Bill Tait and Ted Evans. It 
was originaly intended to hold the meeting on 
2th “March, but it, was found that this date 
clashed with the Northern Zone meeting and 
dinner, and so it was decided that the date 
would 'be 26th March instead. Every year the 
dinner committee has had much trouble in 
estimating the number of members who will 
attend and so this year a deadline has been 


long distances to attend wil probably not Snow 
1e"they will beable to Take it unt the ast 
moment. 

‘The usual ship to shore communications for 
the Towing events st the Royal Hobart Regatta 
‘were again (provided this "year, Operaiorss tas 
Time were’ Hark Mis, “Ak TDA. Ken’ THEA 


TAME, who is on a diet because of an excess, of 
condition caused by too much fishing and high 
living. Personally, I've never seen him. 


Yolee sald, “'Gne. at a time pleasel" 
marry 78R turned up at his sweat shop re- 
cently with the tale Pana ‘his bed collapsed 


beneath him at three am. that morning. Brack 
hos taken much leg pulling ever since, but he 
still maintains that he was asleep and that 
‘the bed was rotten with borers! 

‘Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 70M, who 
‘are this month (February) celebrating’ their 
Silver Wedding. All the best to you Bob and 
‘Madge. 


NORTHERN ZONE 

For our January meeting TFM brought along 
his BC38 rx and very ably explained its work- 
ings. ‘This culminated ‘a series of rx evenings 
in which 7GM displayed his 12-valve double 
conversion home-built set, 7LX his modified 
double conversion “640”. and 7XW his ART, 
During January another 2 mx hidden tx hunt 
took place: first home was the Geoff Crompton, 
LX and Jim Wells group, who spent an anxious 
10 minutes Iocating the tx after arriving at 
TXW's car. ‘They were greatly concerned in 


case 7GM and 7BQ were suddenly to come 
around the corner and beat them to it, ‘The 
latter team also located the tx but Assoclates 


the chaps will have to 
the station). A night hunt was scheduled for 
February, but results are not yet to hand, 

JCA has been very busy with vihf, radio~ 
telephone links and little time for the Amateur 
side. 7RK still pounding ‘the “ivories,”" also 
hasn't been able to brush the cob-webs out 
of the rig. Col TLZ very busy chasing 6 mx 
DX and arranging 144°Me. listening watches In. 
case of break-throughs "from. Haven't 
Seen much of Henry Solomon since his return 
from Melbourne; haven't seen any stray VK3 
trams here either, so no shrewd gent managed 
to sell some of them to Henry. 

TPF has settled down in a new QTH with 
nice vhf. Beam already up and working, ‘The 
neighbours think Peter is getting in early for 
ty. Les 7AM still “very much interested. in 
“Manx” Norhous, but not heard on the Am- 
ateur bands, How about a. come-back ‘Les, 
‘we would like to hear your cheerful voice on 
7Mc. again. TRB we do occasionally hear, but 
case of “all's quiet on the Invernay 
front” with TTE. 

‘There are now several newcomers in areas 
to. th nxtend 


ceston area improved considerably in the latter 
end of January, particularly on 7 and 14 Me. 
although 21 Me. appeared to be dead. Much oi 
the improvement was due to the efforts of 1LZ 
and 7PF in locating bad sources of noise which 

cleared up. About this time 


meetings has not been as good As could bo 
Wished for, how about making an effort, for 
this important one and coming along? After 
all, the zone is only what members put into it, 


HAMADS 


1/- per line, minimum 3/-. 


‘Advertisements under this heading will only be 
accepted from Institute Members who desire to 
dispose of equipment which is thelr own per- 
sonal property. Copy must be received by 8th 
of the month, and remittance must accompany 
Advertisement! Calculation of cost is based 
on an average of six words a line. Dealers’ 
Advertisements not sccepted in this column, 


FOR SALE: Unused British RF24 unit 
tunes 10 and 15 metres, high gain, RF, 
converter and osc., £8/10/-. Roth Jones, 
25 Panoramic Road, North Balwyn, Vic. 


FOR SALE: 40 ft. Mast. £10. H. 
Charles, 17 Valley View Rd. Glen Ini 
Phone: BL 7131. 


WANTED: “Amateur Radio,” any be- 
fore 1946; Feb., Apr., Aug., Sept., 1946; 
Jan., May to July, 1947; Noy. 1947 to 
Apr. 1948; Sept. 1948; Oct. 1951; Dec. 
1951 to Nov. 1952; Jan., March, Apr., 
June 1953. Allan Herridge, 95 Ramsden 
Road, London, S.W.12, England. 


WANTED: Spring Base for Mobile 
Whip. Write B. White, 33 Flavelle St., 
Concord, N.S.W. 
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HIGH VOLTAGE 
RECTIFIERS 


Eimac Type 


RX21 |= 
Kya 15/- 
100R each 


Post: Victoria 1/7, Interstate 3/5. 


Write or call for— 
Free Characteristic Chart 


| CAPITOL BATTERY 
CHARGERS 
12 volts 2 amps. or 6 volts 4 amps. 
£6/16/—— plus tax 


Post: Victoria 4/8, Interstate 8/- 


COMPLETE KIT 
to build above Charger 
£6/5/— plus tax 


Post: Victoria 4/8, Interstate 8/-. 


VIBRATORS 


Type PM104, 6 volt synchronous, 
115 cycles; staggered 5-pin base. 


9/11 cach 

TIN. COPPER WIRE | 

Available in 16, 18 or 20 gauge 
7/- Ib, plus tax 


Post: Victoria 1/6, Interstate 2/- 


Suitable for Speaker Grills, ete. 


290 LONSDALE STREET, MELBOU 


AMATEURS’ 
BARGAIN 
* CENTRE * 


| EXTEN. SPEAKERS 


3” type in attractive cream bake- 


PT 17 


EXPANDED 
ALUMINIUM 


lite box. Suitable monitors, ete. 


359 
7/6 ver sq. ft. plus tax | 25/— plus tax 
Post: Victoria 2/3, Interstate 3/8. 


BYER TAPE DECKS 
Magnofilm type TM1 


£17/10/— plus tax 


Everything for— 
HIGH QUALITY 
AUDIO 
EQUIPMENT 


Williamson and Leak 
Amplifiers 


P.M.G. TYPE 
SWITCHES | 
2/9 cach 


Post: Victoria and Interstate 11d. 


Wharfdale and Baker 
Speakers 
Thorens Motors and 
Players 


Vented Enclosures 
Speaker Divider Networks 


Write for Quotations on any- 
thing connected with High 
Fidelity Sound 


BLOCK CONDENS. 
Two sizes available— 
0.25 uF,/2,000 volt 
METERS 0.02 uF./8,000 volt | 
2 |= rach 


Post: Victoria and Interstate 1/1, 


Moving Coil, 0-20 volt, 2” square 


10/— rius tax 


Victoria 1/1, Interstate 1/1. 


| CERAMIC SOCKETS | 
5-pin, 7-pin, and Octal | 
2 /- each 


Post: Victoria and Interstate 9d. 


Pos 


5BPL SOCKETS 
2/6 each 


Post: Victoria 11d., Interstate 11d. 


| 


NE FB 3711 | 
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ERIE RESISTORS. 


THE ONLY FULLY INSULATED RESISTOR 
ERIE RESISTORS WHICH IS CERAMIC ENCASED 


COST NO MORE to protect the carbon element from direct contact with paint, 
‘andiare nyailable from stock’ lacquers and other finishes which have a detrimental effect under 
throughout Australia through extremes of temperature. 

Selected Wholesale Houses 


Made in England, Canada, and the U.S.A. to stringent Inter-Service 


in all States. Specifications. 


Useful ‘Technical Data is 
available on request. %Erie Standard Solid Moulded Carbon Resistors also conform fully to R.C.S.C. 
Specification BS/RCS/112 Grade II. 


Only the best in materials and manufacturing methods go into these Resistors. 
‘They are made to give maximum heat dissipation—low noise content—and to 
keep stable values throughout their long service life. All types are conserva- 
tively rated and are available throughout the entire preferred value range. 


ERIE RESISTORS for Every Application - Available Everywhere in Australia 


THE RESISTOR WITHOUT A DOUBT—FIT ERIE AND BE SURE! 


GELOSO V.F.0. UNITS 


AMATEUR ALL-BAND TRANSMITTER-EXCITER 


%* Instant change of frequency on any band 
by coil switching. 


* Controllable output over entire tuning 
range. 


* Single control full bandspread on each 
band. 


* Capacitive output. 


* Utmost frequency stability (+200 c.p.s. on 
all bands). 


* No plug-in coils required. 

* Laboratory tested. Complete constructional details for 

* Power supply required: 400 volts at this Unit given in October, 1954, 
32-54 Ma. issue of “CQ.” 


AVAILABLE FRCM SELECTED WHOLESALE HOUSES 


SOLE H. CUNNINGHAM PTY. LTD: 
AUSTRALIAN 118 WATTLETREE ROAD, ARMADALE, S.E.3, VIC 
AGENTS: and 184 VICTORIA ROAD, DRUMMOYNE, N.S.W: 
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